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SIR EDGAR BOYD. 

i WAS about eighteen years of age when I 
quitted the paternal roof. A distant relative of 
my father's, an East India director, had pro- 
mised to take me under his protection, and 
obtain for me a respectable situation. 

Though my father possessed no rank, and 
but a very moderate share of wealth, he had 
the spirit and bearing of a gentleman, and en- 
deavoured to form me after his own model. The 
first masters were employed in my education, 
and none of those accomplishments were ne- 
glected which are requisite to enable a young 
man to appear with advantage in polite society. 
My talents were not despicable; and I was 
taught never to underrate them. '' Deprive ge- 
nius of the pride which it feels in its own 
power," my father was wont to observe, " and 
you destroy the surest incitement to exertion. 
A justly modified self-complacency is the ground- 



Digitized 



by Google 



2 SIK EDGAR BOYD. 

work of all excellence : the conviction that we 
are superior to others, is ever connected with the 
thought that more is expected of, us/' I was 
thus but ill qualified to act the part of a de- 
pendent. 

I found Mr. Somerville, my protector, to be 
a kind-hearted, well-meaning, indolent sort of 
a man. When I called upon him, after my 
arrival in London, he insisted that I should reside 
with him, and not at an inn, as I intended. In 
his house I remained upwards of two momths, 
without his procuriipg apy situation for me. He 
thought nothing of the future himself^ and he 
could see no propriety in my distressing myself 
about it. '* I am very happy in your company, 
Edgar,'' he would say, when I urged him^ to 
exertion; " it can matter very little. to you 
whether you get an appointment now or a mondi 
hence : it is long ere the fleet sails." 

About a week before the fleet was .to sail^my 
friend roused him^lf from his indplence, and 
waited upon his brother directors, to solicit for 
me an appointment to a place, of trust and eni^^ 
lument which he knew to be vacant, and which 
he had made me, certain I should obtain.. Etc 
found, however, that a . m?\jority of their votQi? 
had been previously promised to another applir 
cant. On acquainting me with this disappointr 
ment, Mr. Somerville proposed that I should 
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SIR EDGAR BOYD. 3 

aremain with him till n^xt scsanoni as there wab 
little probability of success iii going out to India 
'without a previous appointiiieat. But I wa6 too 
much disgusted with mydependent and inactive 
state to continue longer in it; and he having 
provided me with letters of introduction to his 
friends in India, I left Englai&d'as'a cadet. 

Nothing particular o^ccutfed ih the passage 
out. The v^eathei* was fine, and the offic^ of 
the ship, vdth my" fellovir passengers, forBH^d a 
v^ry agreeable socbty, so that the time passed 
not' unpleasantly with me, though I occasionally 
felt a tedium firom which landsmen cannot bcf 
alwtiys eitempt during a long voyage. 

On my arrival at' Bengal I delivered myii^tteVtf 
of introduction, and met with a friendly r^t^piio^ 
from most of those to whom they were addressed: 
A' perison who has never been out of Britain caik 
form no idea of the warmth whieh animates ibii 
Bodety' of our countrymen in the east. At hbtai^ 
We' are surrounded with friends and relatives ; we 
look upon a stranger with a jealOtis eye, as on^ 
who intrudes upon our habits, and deranges old 
established forms ; our sympadiy is feeble, from 
the nmhbeni of those amongst whom it is divided, 
and we do -not willingly part With any:fihare of it 
to a new claimant. But in India the British are 
a handful in the midst of Asiatic mtdtitudes; 
their affectioil has few to embrace, aiid is reh- 
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4 SIR EDGAR BOYD. 

dered intense by concentration ; civility is friend- 
ship^ and friendship is exalted into passion. 
A stranger is fuel to their glowing hearts: be 
has so much to communicate that is interesting 
to them; solves so many doubts, relieves so 
many anxieties^ and awakens so many tender 
recollections, that he is viewed at once as a 
friend ; and intimacies are created in a few days, 
which in England would require years to form. 

Amongst those gentlemen to whom I had let- 
ters from Mr. Somerville was a Colonel Walker, 
with whom I became very intimate. He had 
been long in India, had seen much service, and 
amassed a considerable fortune. His nature was 
affectionate, but his temper fiery. He was en- 
thusiastically attached to his profession, and a 
keen seiise of honour supplied in him the place 
of devotional feeling. I was often invited to 
his house, where I occasionally met all who were 
distinguished by their rank or talents. He was 
a widower, and had an only child, a daughter, 
who, at the time I became acquainted with him, 
was on a visit to a friend at a distant part of the 
presidency. 

The colonel often spoke to me of his daughter 
in terms which I thought could only spring from 
paternal affection, so that they made little im- 
pression upon me. She returned shortly after- 
wards, and I was by no means pleased with her 
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SIR EDGAR BOYD; 5 

at our first interview. Her person was not ele* 
gant; and^ though her face was beautiful, her 
looks were not indicative of that sensitive deli- 
cacy which we admire so much in woman. Her 
sentiments, too, were expressed with a masculine 
boldness that rather awed than conciliated. 

I had not been long in Bengal when an ensigncy 
in Colonel Walker's regiment became vacant, to 
which he got me appointed. The regiment wag 
in garrison on the frontiers of Mysore; but, as the 
Company were then at peace with the rajah, the 
colonel had got his leave of absence several times 
renewed, and he obtained the favour of my being 
permitted to remain until he returned to his 
station, which he meant to do in less than a 
month. 

During this time I was almost constantly in 
his house/ and felt an increasing interest in his 
daughter. The peculiarities of her manner no 
longer offended me. I ascribed them to her 
innocency of heart, and to her never having been 
shackled by the restraints of European society. 
I was unhappy when not in her company, but 
did not suspect my attachment to be love. 
Miss Walker, her father had told me, was en- 
gaged to a Captain Thompson, a young man of 
fortune; and, having heard that love cannot 
exist without hope, I felt no apprehension of 
loving a woman who could never be mine. The 
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uncertainty of my profession, ^if^ the infe^iorily 
of ray fortuoe, too, were sufficient causes yfhy 

1 phould not think of paying my addrei^es to the 
daughter of my friend. 

About a week before I mean^ to .quit Madras^ 
Captain Thomp^o^ arriyedj, on ji visit to the 
<^]^nel, ai^ was i^ecelred witii joouch kindness 
by ^m, ai;id^ ,a^ I thought, affection by his 
daughter. I did not witness his reception with^ 
out experienping something lih^ envy, though I 
sbowjed him every ajt^te^tion due to the friend of 
^ ^mn tp whoxp I W9§ ui^der such obligations. 
The ca|>tain's person was remarkably handspme, 
and ^ seemed very goodrhumoured. 

A^ I naturally supposed that the iQyprs would 
wish to be intruded upon as little as possible, ) 
went seldom to the cploners. One day, ^hen I 
eddied, I fomd Miss Walker alqne. '^ Hpw dpe^ ijk 
bappep, Mr. Boyd,'' she asked, " that you have 
become s^apb ^ stranger of Iftte; I hope neither 
my father npr n^yi^elf l^ave doiie any thi?® tpj 
o^d ypu?**— -^ Nothing, my ^e^f inadp^^! 
uotiiing ! It 19 i|ot possible that I can h^ offended 
by those who ^e cpntinufilly beapjing benefits 
upon me, and whom I rei^pfict so ipduch. If (oi 
th^e tw or three d?iy» I have Cjalled upon yom 
less frequently than usual, it is only because I 
knew you to be occupied with mpie agfeeahle 
society/' — '^ Were I a flatterer, my friend, I 
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sfaoald say that is tidt possible : but my dear 
papa has, in the falness tff liis heart, I perceive, 
given you some intimation of the penchant which 
Thompson fancies he feels for me, and you be- 
lieve that, in return, I am attached to him/* ^^ 
" Undoubtedly, madam^ I believe you attached 
to him: have you not been long engaged t6 
each other ?'*-^'' So my father supposes; but 
Thompson has never spoken to me seriously 
upon the subject. That he means to do so, I 
have every reason to ithagine; and, looking upon 
you as my brother, I should be gratified by your 
advice how to act upon the occasion. Men 
know each other better than women can possibly 
know them, and I should wi^h your opinion of 
Captain Thompson.**—'*' I feel proud of your 
confidence. Miss Walker, though I had much 
rather you had not asked my advice upon a point 
so delicate. As your manner, however, per- 
suades me that Captain Thompson is not indif- 
ferent to you, I feel the less hesitation in saying 
tiiat I think him a man every wky likely to make 
you happy.** — ** And pray, sir, may I inquire 
what are your teasons fbr supposing so? ''asked 
Miss Walker with quickness.—''^ Mr. Thompson 
possesses an degant person; he has a large 
income, which, I am told, he spends as becomes 
a gentleman. These are no indifferent recom- 
mendations ; and when the possessor of them has 
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also a vast fund of good*nature, which your 
lover appears to have^ few women would reject 
him, though he may want shining abilities — 
abilities which seldom promote the happiness of 
their owner, and add little to domestic comfort." 
— *' Men are but bad judges of what gives rise to 
female affection. They know that their love to 
us is excited by qualities of which diey fre- 
quently possess little — beauty and grace; yet 
they will scarcely admit that ours is often en- 
chained by what we are scanty sharers of — 
courage and wisdom. In the tumult of an as- 
sembly^ we may gaze with admiration on the 
figure, or listen with complacency to the elegant 
nothings of a handsome beau ; but in the hours 
of social enjoyment, a full share of the admiration 
which a man of intelligence meets with is paid 
to him by handsome women." 

I affected to laugh at what I called her outre 
notions ; when, looking earnestly at me, while her 
voice was tremulous, and her cheek suffused 
with blushes, she asked, " Were you eyer in 
love, Mr. Boyd ? " I was confused at the ques- 
tion, and stammered out '' Yes! No! I know 
not — perhaps so. — I cannot counterfeit ; I love, 
but without hope ! " I know not to what length 
I should have proceeded in my declaration, had 
I not at the moment heard the voice of the 
colonel, which recalled me to recoUectioa. I 
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left the house soon after he entered^ haiwg first 
promised to dine with him on the morrow. 

During dinner, on the following day, I parti- 
cularly marked the conduct of Miss WaUcer to 
Captain Thompson, who intended leaving Ma- 
dras next morning. It was free and uncon- 
strained ; whilst she blushed when our eyes met, 
and used less freedom with me than was usual 
with her. I endeavoured to conceal my feelings, 
though occasionally my looks indicated the emo- 
tion of my heart. At this interview I was less 
pleaaied than formerly with Thompson. He still 
appeared to be a good-natured man, but, Kke 
many persons of easy tempers, though not willing 
to offend, he seemed careless of exerting hiniself 
to prevent offence being taken. But I accused 
my jealousy as leading ine to form too harsh a 
judgment, and checked ihe dislike which was 
beginning to rise against him. The company 
broke up at an early l)our, and, after wishing 
the captain a pleasant journey, I went home. 

I had now become sensible that I could never 
be happy unless united to Miss Walker, but I 
saw no probability of such a union taking place. 
Granting, what my vanity sometimes whispered, 
that J was not altogether indi£Rerent to her, yet 
her fether had, in a manner, affianced her to 
another, and nothing could induce him to break 
a promise he had made. My rival, too, was 
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mb, and I was |K>dr. He ^$i8 of rai^ utai 
standing in the army ; I a subaltern, who had 
never he^tA a musket fired in an^r. I was 
beholden to the colonel for the commission which 
I held, besides many other acts of 'disinterested 
friendship ; and was it for me to thwart his wishes 
in Tegard tb his daughter? It was more easy to 
bear misery than dishonour; and I therefore 
abstained almost entirely from Visiting at the 
colonel's, under pretence of making preparations 
for my departure; and, when I did call, con- 
trived never to be left alone wiA his daughter. 

Miss Walker observed my forbearance, and 
seemed to ascribe it to the right motives. I 
could perceive an ill-concealed tenderness in her 
eyes when they were directed towards me> and 
she was much less playful ihAn usual. 

The colonel had presented me with a hand* 
some charger, and we meant to proceed oa horse- 
back by easy stages to our destination. On the 
morning of our departure, as I was bidding 
Miss Walker farewell, in her father's j«*esence, 
she took a small miniature of herself, which she 
wore suspended round her neck by a gold chain, 
and presented it to me. " Accept this re- 
semblance of one who admires your worth, and 
is anxious for your welfare," she said, and a 
tear trembled in her eye as she spoke. *' Ellen 
as a good girl,'* remarked Oolonel Walker, *' and 
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knows how to value her father's friends/' I 
pressed the miniature to my lips. ** Ever while 
I live/' I answered, '' shall I think of Miss Wal- 
ker with the utmost esteem and most respectfal 
regard; and her gift shall be my most valued 
possession." The horses were now at the door ; 
the colonel ^embraeed bis daa^iter ; I pressed her 
hand in mine, and bade her aldieu. 

The colonel's spirits and mine were greatly 
depressed on our departure. The novelty of the 
scenes through which we passed served to revive 
them^ and the journey, upon the whole, was per- 
formed pot only with safety, but pleasure. 

Colonel Walker was received in the mx>st flat- 
tering manner by the officers of the garrison; 
and, as it was soon perceived that I was a 
favourite of his, they treated me with great 
attention and kindness. Amongst these officers 
was a Captain Glover, who affected great blunt-' 
ness of manners, and was amazingly facetious. 
He attached himself to me from the moment of 
my arrival, and his oddities so interested me 
that we became inseparable. Accursed union! 
heart-withering fellowship ! How abhorrent to 
me is the recollection of the villain ! how deadly 
the legacy which he bequeathed ! — But this 
hand hurried him to his last account; and ill 
does it become him, who has approached his 
Maker in the language of penitence, to allow 
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the reihembrance of injuries/ however gross^ to 
rankle in his soul. 

The first year I spent very agreeably. The 
garrison duty was by no means severe; and 
parties of pleasure were often formed amongst 
the officers, to visit places in the environs cele- 
brated for their natural beauty^ or for the ruins 
of antiquity which they boasted. 

Colonel Walker had become indisposed shortly 
after our arrival^ and returned to Madras. I 
kept up a regular correspondence with him ; and 
at length heard with much pleasure, that, his 
health being restored, he was returning to the 
fortress, accompanied by his daughter. They 
arrived in a day or two, and I found my love 
to Miss Walker increased. I still, however, 
possessed sufficient self-command to pay her no 
more attention than she had reason to expect 
from iei friend of her father's. 

A short time after this the governor re- 
ceived intelligence from the supreme govern- 
ment, that, from some movements observable 
in the Mysore country, it seemed to be the 
intention of the rajah to attack the Company's 
territory. In consequence of this information, 
our military duties were enforced with more 
rigour ; supplies were driven into the place ; and 
the garrison was strengthened by the addition 
of another regiment, which chanced to be the 
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' one in which Captain Thompson bad a company. 
Colonel Walker wished his daughter to proceed 
for safety to the coast; but she refused to depart^ 
declanng it was her determination not to leave 
him beset with danger. AH the entreaties of 
her father, joined to those of her lover and 
- myself, could not prevail upon her to change 
her resolution. 

It was not long before the truth of the intel- 
ligence received by the governor was confirmed 
by the irruption of the Mysorean army; a con- 
siderable detachment of which, with a formidable 
train of artillery, and assisted by French en- 
gineers, made their appearance before the fortress. 

If ever till now had I known half the horrors of 
war. The proud visions of military glory, which 
had unveiled themselves to my youthful imagi- 
nation, were obscured by the smoke of burning 
villages; and the heart-warming sounds of martial 
music were lost amidst the shrieks of hapless 
wretches who had fled to us for protection from 
the wrath of their countrymen. 

The enemy had calculated upon taking us by 
surprise, and their first attack was made with 
unparalleled boldness. The reception they met 
with, however, taught them to respect British 
valour. Colonel Walker, who commanded under 
the governor, was present wherever danger me- 
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14 SIB EDGAR BOYD. 

naced ; and tinder his eye evety man conducted 
himself properly. 

The siege had continued some time; and 
though the enemy kept us, by false alarms, don- 
tinually on the alert, they did not appear detet^ 
mined to venture an assault until their artillery, 
which was remaikably>s?ell served, had levelled 
our walls with the ground. We had attempted 
several sorties with indifferent^ sUc^ess ; and it 
seemed probable, from our communication with 
the country being cut off, and the forde of the 
enemy continually augmenting, that we should 
soon be compelled to surrender. Though I was 
wholly regardless of my own fate, my^irxiety for 
Miss Walker was painful beyond expt'ession. I 
beheld her 'whom I idolized threatened with hor- 
rbrs a thousand times more terrible thiBui death. 
Often has my fancy pictured heir exposed to this 
brutal insults of an infuriated soldiery, till my 
brain maddened, and I thirsted with the appetite 
of a' tiger for the destruction of the infi&el host* 

It was now impossible, had there beeii'any 
indifferent person near me, to havie' concealed 
my passion ; but every one was too much occu-* 
pied by his own feelings to concern himself 
about those of others; and the workings of my 
soul passed unnoticed, though they were ex- 
pressed in my every action, and charactered on 
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every feature of my countenance. In this hour 
of bitter anticipation, Miss Walker was the only 
person who remained immoved. When not oecu"' 
pied at our posts, the colonel, Thompson, and 
myself, were constantly beside her, and found 
our courage increased by the elevation of 'mind 
she displayed. 

The place had now been besieged for upwards- 
of six weeks, and we could not calculate upoi^ 
its. holding out many days longer.; a breach,, 
which European soldiers would bav^ considered 
ag practicable, being made in the walls, when I 
wap one night awakened by Colonel Walker, 
whom I had left at his own house ^ about two 
hours, before. He told me that, after I had gone 
home, his servant, a brave and faithful blacky 
told him that his father, who resided longJnihe 
place, was used to speak of a subterranean pas- 
s|ige he had chanced to discover, which extended 
a.Jong way into the country. To the. then com* 
mandant of the fortress he had made this dis* 
covery known, and the, passage was, with great 
secrecy, blocked up. This circumstance the 
servant had never before spoken of; Imtitnow 
occurred to him that an attempt might be made 
to convey by this way intelligence to the English 
army of the straits to which we were.reduoed* 
'^ I suspect,'^ added, the colonel, '' that our forces^ 
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nilable to make head against the main body of 
Hyder*8 army, have fallen back towards the 
coast; but it may be possible to march part of 
the garrison through this passage, attack the 
enemy in a quarter where they are not pre- 
pared to receive us, destroy their principal bat- 
tery, and effect our re-entrance into the fortresa. 
I could not wait until tomorrow to consult 
with you upon this project ; a. desperate one I 
admit, but which will, if successful, retard the 
operations of the besiegers, and perhaps allow 
time, should the career of Hyder be checked, for 
succours to reach us before we are under the 
necessity of surrendering." I agreed with the 
colonel that the plan was the only one by which 
the place could possibly be saved ; and, after 
talking over the best way of carrying it into exe- 
cution, he left me to my repose. 

On consulting with the governor on the fol- 
lowing day. Colonel Walker found him averse 
to the attempt. He urged that its failure would 
inevitably throw the fortress into the enemy's 
hands : but on its being demonstrated to him 
that, even were it not hazardous, its fall could 
not be long protracted, he consented that the 
sortie should be made. 

The passage was soon found, its entrance 
cleared, and the proper arrangements made. A 
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party of seven hundred men were selected, at 
whose head Colonel Walker was placed. Captain 
Thompson and I had commands under him. 

Miss Walker's firmness, which had remained 
so long unshaken, now forsook, her; and she 
fainted in the arms of her father, as he was 
invoking for her the protection of Heaven. I 
did not bid her adieu, as I felt that it would 

, wholly unman me. 

• At night-fall we marched on our perilous enter- 
prise. The watch-word was " Glory and Britain." 
The passage terminated about a mile beyond the 
enemy's camp, where we formed^ and , I was 

. detached with a small party to reconnqitre. No 
suspicion seemed to be entertained of our at- 

. tempt ; no bustle was observable, and no sound 
heard^ save the voices of the sentinels and 
patroles repeating the. sign and countersign. I 

. returned to th^ main body, and gave in my 
report to the colonel, who instantly issued orders 
that we should move forward. W^ moved with 
the stillness of night ; not a whisper was heard ; 
even our breathing seemed suspended. The bat- 
tery, which was the principal object of attack, 
was in front of the enemy*s camp, opposite one 
of the gates of the fortress. From this gate the 
remainder of the garrison were to sally when 
they heard our shout, to assist in spiking the 
guns, and cover our je-entrance into the pl^^ce. 
c 
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Our hope of taking the enemy by surprise was 
in a great measure disappointed. Ere we had 
advanced upon them more than half-way, the 
moon emerging from a cloudy we were challenged 
by a patrol, who fired upon us, and immediately 
the alarm was spread throughout the camp. 
Nothing now remained for us but to push on 
with the utmost rapidity, and in a few minutes 
we had scaled the entrenchments. Our shouts^ 
the volleys of our musketry, the braying of our 
trumpets, and the rolling of our drums, mingled 
with the thunder of their own gongs, were sounds 
most appalling to the startled foe. 

Uncertain of the extent of their danger, the 
enemy for a short time opposed but a feeble resist- 
ance. Our small force ploughed its way through 
surrounding multitudes, like a ship through ocean 
waves. Most complete success promised to be 
ours, till Count D'Alton, a brave and intelligent 
French officer, marched up^ from a distant part 
of the encampment, a body of troops, disciplined 
after the European manner, and interposed betwixt 
us and the fortress. It was now that the contest 
may be said to have begun. Thrice we charged 
this detachment, in hopes of reaching the battery, 
and were thrice driven back; while the forces 
through which we had pierced, recovering from 
their panic, formed in our rear, and prevented all 
possibility of retreat by the way we had advanced. 
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Nothing seemed to await us^ but to sell our lives 
as dearly as possible^ when the fire in front of 
us slackened^ and we were summoned by Count 
D'Alton to surrender. The count accompanied 
his summons with a notification, that our sur- 
render was the only way to save the lives of 
brave men; that the undisciplined hordes by 
whom we were menaced would inevitably over- 
power and put us to the sword, while the troops 
he commanded would respect any stipulation he 
should enter into. 

" Tell your chief," said Colonel Walker to the 
messenger, " that I estimate properly his kind- 
ness, but do not stand in need of mercy. Our 
own strength is sufficient to purchase safety; if 
not, we shall die without dishonour.'* — *' This is 
sheer madness," exclaimed Captain Thompson, 
who stood near the colonel, '' w^ have already 
done all that men can do ; to resist further is to 
•ensure the needless butchery of your followers!" 
The colonel made a motion as if to cut him down, 
but checked himself. *^ You are guilty of mutiny, 
sir! If we survive, you shall answer for it; but 
I give leave to you, and all who are willing to 
purchase life by the sacrifice of honour, to accept 
of the enemy's proposal. We shall feel more con- 
fidence when our band is weeded of poltroons ! " 
Thompson made no reply, but stepping forth, wiA 
about twenty soldiers, went and delivered himself 
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up to D'Alton, followed by the execration of the 
remaining Britons. 

ThcL combat was now renewed with vigour. 
The multitude, who hemmed us in on our flanks 
and rear, became fiercer than ever in their attacks ; 
while those iix front, who had before acted upon 
the defensive, began to assail us. Formed into 
a square, we presented an impenetrable barrier to 
the enemy; but bur thinned numbers could not 
have resisted much longer, when the war-cry of 
our companions from the garrison, ^vhich for a 
time had been feebly heard, became more distinct, 
indicating tha-t, having defeated thbse by whom 
they were ojppoised, they were pushitig on to 
join us ; and we soon heard them engaged with 
D' Alton's division. Animated by the knowledge 
of our friends being so near, we cheered, and 
made a desperate charge to break through and 
join them. The enemy, who were placed betwixt 
us, unable to resist both bur efforts, gave way in 
the utmost confusion. Our attack upon them, 
however, had weakened bur defence against thfe 
rest of their host, and they broke in upon us 
before a junction with our friends was wholly 
effected. The superiority which we had derived 
from our discipline was now lost, and individual 
bravery alone of use. Perceiving Colonel Walker 
struck down upon his knee, and defending himself 
against two or three assailants, I flew to his 
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rescue^ just as a Sirdar was aiming at him a. blow 
which must ha?e proved fatal. A stroke which 
I made disabled his sword-arm> and his weapon 
dropt harmless. A -second stroke cut down another 
of the enemy, and my commander was enabled 
ta rise. Placing ourselves back to back, we fought 
till some grenadiers came to our assistance, and 
then pushed on, in the hope of joining our friends, 
who were exerting themselves for our rescue. 

Terrified by the destruction which had befallen 
their select squadron, and frustrated in the hope 
of destroying us in the confusion into which we 
were thrown in effecting that destruction, the 
enemy began to relax in thei^ exertions, and their 
feeble resistance did not mtich longer present an 
obstacle to our friends joining us. 

The shout we then raised dwells ever in mine 
ear; noir will the joy, and the triumph, and the 
exultationi, of that moment ever be banished from 
my recoHectibn. Our toils and our dangers were 
forgotten, and the hosts who were still Opposed 
to us no longer inspired terror. Our united 
ranks rushed upon their numbers with ah im- 
petuosity which they had no longer courage to 
resist. Their disorder was excessive, and they fled 
in all directions, trampling down the wounded 
and feeble in their flight. Had we been able to 
follow in a body, their rout would have been 
complete ; but to pursue them through an en- 
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campment, the intricacies of which we were un- 
acquainted withf would have exposed us to certain 
destruction, had the smallest body of the enemy 
been rallied by their officers. And to set fire to 
the camp, which we could easily have done, would 
have been imprudent, as the flame would have 
shown, more distinctly than the moon did, the 
small number of our forces, and directed the 
enemy's fresh troops how to attack us vnth 
effect. 

We contented ourselves, therefore, with spiking 
the guns and destroying the battery; after which 
we re-entered the fortress amidst the loudest 
plaudits of our friends. 

Colonel Wallace, the. governor, whose infirmn 
ties had prevented him from taking that active 
share in our operations which his valorous feel- 
ings prompted, addressed us, before we were 
dismissed, in terms of the highest admiration. 
'* Never had men," he said, '' who had such 
difficulties to surmount, performed their part 
more gloriously. And now, my friend and bro- 
ther," he added, turning to Coionel Walker, " the 
events of this night have shown to the world, 
what I was always conscious of myself, that you 
are more worthy to command than I am« I envy 
not your glory, nor seek to share the honour 
which you have obtained. It. is sufficient that, 
in other fields, I have proved myself not un- 
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worthy of ranking as the companion in arms of 
such a warrior/' 

Colonel Walker was too much affected to reply. 
He embraced his commander in silence, while the 
acclamations of tlie exulting soldiery were loud 
and continued. 

I wished to go home, but Colonel Walker in- 
sisted that I should accompany him to his house. 
We met his daughter coming to seek her father. 
Her agitation had been such as to render her 
unable to come herself to the gate to meet us, 
till a servant, whom she had despatched for in- 
telligence, returned with information that the 
colonel was safe. 

It would be in vain to attempt to describe our 
meeting. The tide of pleasure rushed too tumul- 
tuously through my veins for me to attend scru- 
pulously to ceremony; and, as I congratulated 
Ellen on the safety which was now in a great 
measure secured to her, I pressed my lips to her 
cheek. 

When the first tumult of our joy had subsided. 
Miss Walker inquired if Captain Thompson was 
safe, that he did not accompany us? '^ Name 
him not!*' said the colonel, ** I ferbid you hence- 
forth to hold any correspondence with him. Never 
speak, nor even think of the poltroon ; a coward 
^hall never wed a daughter of mine: — that I 
should have been so deceived as to '^deem such 
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a fellow a man of spirit!" I could not perceive 
that she deemed this prohibition a severe one, 
though she expressed herself anxious to know 
what had given occasion to it. The colonel 
acqtiainte'd her with the pusillanimity of her 
lover, who had been released by the party who 
sallied from the fortress from his disgraceful 
bondage. 

For a week after the sortie we were busily 
employed in labouring to repair the breaches in 
the walls; and the enemy did not appear to be 
less actively engaged in repairing the mischief 
they had sustained. We were astonished, there- 
fore, to perceive one morning, that their camp 
had been struck over night, and that their rear- 
guard was almost out of sight. In the course 
of the day, a messenger, who had been despatched 
by Sir Eyre Coote, arrived with the information 
that that general was on his march to relievie us. 
The enemy, it appeared, had got notice of his 
intention^ and deemed it fmprudent to risk an 
iengagement. * 

When Sir Eyre arrived, he expressed himself 
liighly satisfied with our defence. The father of 
Thompson having been his friend, he interceded 
with Colonel Walker not to persist in bringing 
hirn to a court martial. He consented to the 
general's wish, on condition that it was intimated 
to Thompson that his services would be dispensed 
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with. The intimation was given ; the captain in 
consequence resigned> and left the fortress. 

A few days after his departure^ Colonel Walker 
took me aside^ and said, *' Well ! Ellen does not 
appear to lay the disgrace^ of her lover much to 
heart; but as I have discarded one admirer^ it is 
but fair that I should endeavour to provide her 
with another. Can you^ Edgar^ assist me in 
making choice of a proper one ?" *' I could not," 
I answered; /' Miss Walker is too deserving for 
aay man to be worthy of her.*' ^* Not. so," re- 
joined he, ** much as I value my child, there is 
one man whom I esteem as fully deserving of her. 
But for him, she would now have been wi^out a 
father ! But for him, she would now have been 
a desolate captive, exposed to horrors the mind 
dareis not contemplate. Edgar ! it is but of late 
that I have suspected your attachment to my girl 
to be any thing warmer than friendship, and 
respect the honourable motives which no doubt 
prevented you from declaring your passion. These 
motives no longer. exist,: my fortune is amply 
sufficient for us all; and, if you really deem 
Ellen worthy of your acceptance, I shall rejoice 
that I have.it in my power, in some measure, to 
reward my friend and preserver." 

I was overpowered by this goodness, and it was 
long ere I could believe my happiness to be more 
ihan imaginary. At length I faltered out my 
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thanks^ but expressed my fears that Miss Walker 
was indifferent to the passion by which I was 
animated. 

" These fears are foolish/' repb'ed the colonel ; 
'' I have had a conversation with her about an 
hour ago, and she does not seem much inclined 
to dispute my will. But I am just going out, 
and you may, if you choose, embrace the oppor- 
tunity of sounding her inclinations/' 

Gladly did t avail myself of this permission. 
In a moment I was in the presence of my 
beloved; and the passion of my heart lent un- 
usual eloquence to my tongue. Though this 
was the first moment of verbal courtship, my 
eyes had, in spite of my resolution, often spoken. 
My declaration, therefore, did not excite any 
surprise, and none was affected : where the heart 
IS occupied by love there is no room for art ; and 
Ellen made me happy by ingenuously confessing, 
that her feelings ratified the choice of her father. 

Two or three weeks after this interview we 
were united ; and I enjoyed a felicity which 
mortals are seldom permitted to taste. Alas! 
how transient was that feliicity ! My soul trembles 
to relate those horrors which it has so long 
brooded over. 

Soon after our marriage our worthy governor 
died, and Colonel Walker BUcceeded him. Cap- 
tain Glover was promoted to a majority, our 
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fdnner ms^or having fallen during the siege^ and 
I was raised to the rank of captain. 
. No couple ever enjoyed greater happiness in 
the married state than my wife and I* , High- 
spirited as she was, and greatly as she exceeded 
me in ability, it was her pride to humble herself 
before me. She watched the expression of my 
«ye, and the tone of my voice, ere she apfMHjved 
or disapproved ; and so ■complete were our sym- 
pathies, that our minds communed together 
almost without the intervention of visible signs. 
Our aiffections were so intense as to b^ agonizing. 
Love is a new sense added to the soul, and in 
proportion to the magnitude of the pleasure we 
derive from it is the pain it produces. When 
either of us was slightly indisposed, the one in 
health was the greatest sufferer. Absent from 
my wife, I felt a feverish impatience which did 
not allow me to taste of happiness ; while she, 
on her part, felt disgusted by the cold cere- 
monials of society which occasionally sepa- 
rated us. 

A Mr. Beaumont came about this time to the 
fortress as a missionary. He was of a genteel 
family in England^ and heir to an immense 
fortune, the hope of which he had reUnquished 
rather than submit to what he considered as the 
unlawful commands of his father, and desist from 
holding communion with a sect to which he had 



Digitized 



by Google 



28 SIR EDGAR BOYD.- 

attached himself. The first time I met with him 
was in the hospital^ when visiting some sick 
men belonging to my company. Never before 
had I felt any thing like what I felt in beholding 
this man. There was an energy in his manner, 
a warmth in his expression which I had not till 
then witnessed. As he spak^e of the joys of 
heaven, its peace seemed to dwell in his eye ; 
but in denouncing vengeance against iniquity, its 
thunders were not more dreadful than his accents. 
When his exercises were finished, and. he was 
about to depart, I advanced to him, and re- 
quested his friendship.. 

** My friendship, my son ! This is not a usual 
request from one who is young and gay to a 
person poor and despised : and it is not such as 
you whom my friendship can serve. I am not 
mine own master, but the servant of One who 
has commissioned me to open the eyes of the 
ignorant, to assist the needy, to cheer the 
wretched, and "comfort the .mournen In the 
company of those whose hearts are intoxicated 
with joy, and whose senses ate the ministers, of 
pleasure, I would but serve as a memento of .the 
gloom of the dungeon, and the pestilence of the 
hospital." He was gone ere I could fashion a 
reply. 

I spake to Mrs.. Boyd of this extraordinary 
being, and her anxiety to become acquainted 
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with him was as great as my own- When I 
mentioned him to my brother officers, their feel- 
ings were very different* Colonel Walker looked 
upon all who were under the influence of religious 
feelings as enthusiasts ; whilst Major Glover con- 
sidered them as hypocrites. The major, however, 
declared his design to attend on the next preach- 

- ing of the missionary, and '* hear what the old 
rogue had got to say.*' Two or three other 
officer^ ^j^pecting to be amused, offered to attend 
him. 

For my own part I determined not to ac- 
company them for any such purpose. Though 
not religious myself, I had a respect for religion. 
The Christian system I esteemed of divine origin. 
To the purity of its precepts I ascribed much 
of the superiority which modern manners have 
over those of antiquity; and, from, regard to 
its injunctions, my conduct was unstained by 
improprieties by which it would otherwise have 

- been marked. 

Besides feeling a veneration for religion, I 
beheld in Mr. Beaumont one of those men whose 
determined characters always command respect 
for themselves, even when we smile at their 
actions. I did Hot at that time dream of 
Christianity deinanding any great exertion of its 
followers, yet I could not but reverence the man, 
who, at the call of what he conceived to be duty. 
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sacrificed fortune, fled from the endearments of 
kindred ; and^ leaving behind him all the enjoy- 
ments of social life, sought in a foreign land, in 
the haunts of ignorance, and the abodes of super- 
stition, for opportunities of eternally benefiting 
those who viewed his sect with abhorrence, and 
himself with contempt. 

When Major Glover and his companions re- 
tamed from hearing Mr. Beaumont address a few 
native converts, they expressed themselves much 
amused by his oddities, and the major began to 
display his power of mimicry by imitating his 
manner. Till now I had never been displeased 
with his performance in this way ; but, in the pre- 
sent instance, it seemed meant to exhibit a long 
valued friend in a ridiculous light, and I begged 
the major to desist. 

He was highly offended at my doing so ; and 
it was not till some time afterwards that our 
intimacy was renewed. 

In the meantime I prevailed upon the mis- 
sionary to visit me occasionally. I found him 
acquainted with politeness, but regardless of its 
forms ; learned, yet a despiser of learning ; keen 
in his invectives against vice, but merciful to the 
vicious ; overlooking his own interest, anxious to 
promote that of others.. 

Such a being was peculiarly interesting to my 
wife, and her attentions were lavished upon him. 
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I sometimes attended upon his preaching; and 
was equally struck with his discourses in the 
pulpit as with his exhortation in the hospital, or 
conversation at the friendly board. M y inti- 
macy with a person of Mr. Beaumont's descrip- 
tion did not fail to excite considerable surprise 
in the garrison. Colonel Walker, however, who 
had met him at my house, and, in spite of his 
preconceived aversion, was much struck with the 
grandeur of his character, expressed himself 
pleased with our intimacy, and Major Glover all 
at once seemed anxious to cultivate his ac- 
quaintance. 

The attention paid to her favourite missionary 
served to ingratiate Glover with Mrs. Boyd. 
She regarded him daily with more complacency, 
and, instead of her former anxiety to avoid com- 
pany, appeared restless and dissatisfied when he 
was absent. 

I did not immediately feel much uneasiness at 
this change of conduct, attributing it not to any 
decrease of affection, but to that feeling of list- 
lessness which uniformity, even of delight, pro- 
duces. Meanwhile my wife's intimacy with the 
major continued on the increase, and it was 
evident that she made him her confidant in some 
affair, the knowledge of which she withheld from 
me. They had frequently private conferences 
together, and, when they separated, her looks to 
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me expressed more of aversion than indifference. 
I was loo confident of my wife's virtue to feel 
any apprehension of her acting viciously ; but I 
could not bear to view her affections gradually 
estranged without cau^e, and spoke to her on 
the subject. 

She was affected by my expostulations, and 
lier lips quivered, as she said, ** It cannot 
be ! — I must have been imposed upon ! — But 
no, that is impossible ! " Then, resuming her 
usual dignity, she added, " There is nothing in 
my behaviour which my judgment disapproves ; 
if it is in any respect different from what it used 
lo bey perhaps your own conscience may whisper 
the feason." 

^' I know not, madam, to what you allude. If 
the most doting fondness — a love which absorbs 
every faculty of my soul, and which renders 
it misery to exist out of your presence be a crime, 
then, indeed, have I erred. But if you mean to 
insinuate that my affections have ever wavered 
from you; that I have been, even in thought, 
unfaithful, then do I say that such a suspicion 
is wholly unfounded ; and wo to the wretch who 
has planted it in your ingenuous mind ! No 
duplicity shall screen him from detection; no 
power shield him from vengeance ! " 

'' Oh, Edgar ! How you distract me ! I cannot 
disbelieve the evidence of my own senses ; and it 
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is as impossible for me to believe that you can 
stoop to the meanness of uttering a falsehood. 
How pestiferous must be the breath of vice, if 
communion with it can, in so short a space of 
time, have polluted your keen sense of honour! 
But, my dear husband, for such I would still 
fain consider you, will you forgive my declining 
to dwell any longer upon a subject so distressing 
to both? I have given an indiscreet promise to 
conceal the unpleasant information I have re- 
ceived ; a few weeks, perhaps days, must remove 
the mystery that exists betwixt us. Until that 
time arrives, forget a conduct which, I am con- 
tent to admit, may have arisen on my part from 
wrong information, and w^iA shall never be 
renewed, unless the suspic ons that your words 
have nearly destroyed be afterwards confirmed.'* 

It was in vain thaf I endeavoured to learn 
what critne was laid to my charge, or who was 
my accuater. EQen persisted in holding her 
promise lacred ; so that I left her without obtain- 
ing any information. 

I could suspect no one but Glover as the 
author of the calumny, whatever it might be, and 
accordingly I waited upon him. He expressed 
the utmost surprise when told of my domestic 
misunderstanding; and his manner seemed so 
artless as to convince me of his innocence. " I 
am shocked, my friend," said he, '* to think that 

D 
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Mrs. Boyd should allow herself to be so easily 
imposed upon. She has of late, indeed, hinted 
to me her belief that you had formed an im- 
proper connexion with a female ; but my defence 
of you was so warm, that I thought she had 
been convinced of the information being an artful 
attempt to destroy her peace, and that her sus- 
picion of you had been entirely removed." 

I durst not speak to my father-in-law of this 
unpleasant affair. Loving his daughter and myself 
more than he did all the world besides, it would 
have been agonizing to him to know that our 
agreement was less perfect than he supposed 
it to be ; and his fiery temper made him very 
unfit for the work of reconciliation. In the 
friendship and wisdom of Mr. Beaumont I had 
the most entire trust, but delicacy forbade me to 
disclose to him a charge, of the extent of which I 
was myself unacquainted. 

Things were in this state, when, one evening 
that I was upon duty, my wife wrote a note 
to me, stating that she meant to go immediately 
to the country, in consequence of having re- 
ceived a message from a friend, whose name she 
mentioned, who had been taken ill about a mile 
firom town, and was very anxious that she should 
visit her. She added, that she should take a 
servant to escort her ; and begged me not to feel 
any uneasiness should it be late ere she returned. 
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This note her maid presented to me when I 
came in about ten o'clock ; and \ sat reading in 
a volume of' Plutarch till one ii\ the morning, 
in the expectation of Mrs. Boyd's return homfe. 
As she had not then arrived^ I supposed, that, 
having found her friend worse than she expected; 
she had been prevailed upon to stay all night. 
I therefore retired to rest. In the morning I 
rode to the house where the sick person was 
said to be confined, and there learned that she 
had not been there, and my wife had not been 
sent for! I turned my horse's head, galloped 
straight to the friend's house, of whose name 
such a strange use had been made, and found, 
though she had been in the country on the pre- 
ceding day, she had returned in the evening in 
the best state of health. 

I went immediately to Colonel Walker, and 
imparted to him the alarming event. His terrors 
equalled my own, and he could not, any more 
than I, surmise who was likely to have com- 
mitted such an act of treachery. After a long 
consultation^ we agreed that the most likely way 
to recover EUen was to send out a party of 
soldiers, in hopes of falling in with those into 
whose power she had been decoyed ; and while 
the colonel went to give the necessary orders, I 
proceeded to consult with Major Glover. 
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My fnend was less surprised than I expected 
Rt my unhappy tidings. He, however, expressed 
much sympathy in my distress, and offered to 
^u^company those who were to be despatched in 
pursuit of my unfortunate lady. " You will, no 
doubt,*' he said, ** have made proper inquiry of 
your servants what sort<>f person the messenger 
was who came with the false intelligence to 
Mrs. Boyd, as the discovery of him may lead 
to the detection of his employers." I had ne- 
glected to make such inquiry; and the major 
went home with me, to see if any thing could be 
learned in this way. None of my servants had 
seen the messenger: according to them, their 
lady had gone by herself to take an Mring, and 
on her return had ordered Saib to attend her to 
the country. 

As soon as the servants had retired. Glover 
looked at>me with a very peculiar expression, 
and, laying his hand on mine, asked in , a low 
and solemn tone, — " Jf I was certain that 
Mrs. Boyd had received the message mentioned 
in her note?" I started, as if stung by a scor- 
pion. The manner in which the major put the 
question implied that he believed Ellen the 
deceiver, not the deceived; and my mind. was 
in such a state of uproar that I would have given 
« credence to the wildest supposition. I tberefpre 
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conjured him, if he knew any thing, however 
horrible, that could throw light upon this mys- 
terious subject, to acquaint me with it. 

'* My dear friend/' he replied, *' I really can 
scarcely think myself justified in imparting to 
you my suspicions. Mrs. Boyd is a lady for 
whom I entertained such profound respect, that 
to find her guilty to the extent I apprehend, 
would go near to overturn all confidence in 
womankind; and should she prove innocent, 
my unfounded surmises will but have served to 
make you more miserable. Yet it would be a 
gross breach of friendship not to relate to you 
the circumstances which lead me to suppose that 
Mrs. Boyd is absent by her own consent. I 
shall rejoice should it turn out that I am mis- 
taken, and trust you will take no steps in conse- 
quence of what I shall mention, until you have 
ascertained the truth of what is now but con^ 
jecture." 

He then went on to state, that he dreaded the 
affections of Mrs. Boyd had been more attached 
to her former lover than either Colonel Walker 
or myself supposed. *' Not,'* said the major^ 
** that I conceive your lady to have felt no 
attachment to you at the time of your marriage : 
on the contrary, I am persuaded that she must 
have been enamoured of your gallantry and ac- 
complishments. But Captain Thompson and she 
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had been so long intimate, she had dwelt so 
long upon the idea of his becoming her husband, 
and had been so long accustomed to place him 
as a prominent figure in all the pictures she drew 
of futurity, that it is scarcely possible for her not 
to have felt uneasiness when an insuperable bar 
was placed betwixt them. It is true that she 
herself was a principal in placing this bar ; but it 
is not unusual for women, as well as children, to 
cry to-day for that which they yesterday threw 
aside in disgust." 

" You torture me with your reasoning, Major 
Gloyer; I am incapable of attending to it! If 
you know a^jy facts which show me to be a 
disgr^cedi as well as a miserable wretch, let me 
know them : if not, spare me the pain of listen- 
ing to suppositions which serve only to awaken 
suspicion i^ainst one who is dearer to me than 
existence, and whose every sentiment was wont 
to be honourable." 

Glover th^a proceeded to state, that '* one 
day, when visiting my lady, he had seen a letter 
lyii^g on her table, the address of which he was 
positive was of Thompson's writing. That ob- 
^(^rving his eye directed to it, she had snatched 
it quickly up^ i^t die same time blushing deeply. 
That in passing a^ong the street yesterday, he 
had perceived Mrs. Boyd speaking to a person 
whom he kncjw to be in Thompson's service ; 
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and^ in turning to pass down an alley^ noticed 
her put what he conceived to be a letter into 
the man's hand/' 

I had no doubt remaining of my wife's having 
gone off with Thompson, who had again been 
permitted to join the army, and whose regiment 
was stationed about ten miles distant. I deter- 
mined instantly to proceed thither, and call him 
to account. Glover, to whom I imparted this 
determination, offered to attend me, but I de- 
clined the offer. He then said, as Mrs. Boyd, 
notwithstanding appearances, might still be inno- 
cent, and was, perhaps, detained in captivity by 
banditti, be would, according to his first inten- 
tion, proceed with the troops that Colonel Walker 
was sending out to scour the country. I then 
left him, after desiring him to say to the colonel, 
that being too anxious to stop even the few 
minutes necessary to put the detachment in 
order, I had set out by myself in search of 
Mrs. Boyd. 

In a few minutes I was on horseback, and 
upon the road to the dty where Thompson was 
stationed. I galloped the whole way, and went 
straight to the parade, where the garrison were 
under arms at the time. Here I could not per- 
ceive Thomps(m, and had to wait a few minutes 
before I got an opportunity of inquiring for him 
of an officer. This gentleman informed me, that 
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the captain had been absent for two or three 
days from head-quarters, and he could not say 
when he would return. He offered, however, to 
inquire of his colonel, and let me know. In a 
short time he returned to inform me that Thomp- 
son was expected back in the course of the day. 
I determined^ therefore, to await his arrival. 

Towards evening my impatience became ex- 
cessive, and I called upon the colonel to see 
whether he was certain that Thompson would 
pome that day. That officer told me, that since 
the morning he had received a letter from the 
captain, stating that he would be unavoidably 
detained for two or three days longer. This 
note he had destroyed, and could not recollect 
from whence it was dated ; but he informed me, 
that when Thompson left the garrison it was to 
visit some friends in the neighbourhood of the 
forfxess in which I was stationed. 

The faint hopes I had before entertained that 
Thompson would be found to. have no concern in 
the elopement of my wife now left me, and my 
heart was filled with hatred to the whole of my 
species. She in whom I had placed unbounded 
confidence had deceived me ; and in the foulness 
of her desires had blasted my every comfort and 
appareled me in dishonour! I could with joy 
have seen the universe engulfed, and the groans 
of its inhabitants had been music to mine ear. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SIR EDGAR BOYD. 41 

I set off immediately on receiving this intelli- 
gence, with the resolution of searching for^ and 
inflicting dreadful vengeance on^ the seducer. 
Colonel Walker returned a few minutes after my 
arrival^ without having made any discovery. I 
wished to set off instantly in a direction dif- 
ferent from that in which he had gone; but, 
observing my wild and haggard aspect, he in- 
sisted upon my first taking some refreshment; 
and, though his own manly heart was near break- 
ing, attempted to comfort me, professing his 
belief that his daughter had been carried off by.a 
marauding party, who would gladly restore her 
for a ransom. *' In whatever situation poor 
Ellen may be placed," added he, '* we have the 
proud satisfaction of knowing that she will con- 
duct herself with propriety. In the midst of 
dangers her own honourable mind will form 
her security — for there are few, even among 
barbarians, who will offer violence to female 
virtue.'* 

Ah! how little did this unhappy father know 
that the greatest portion of my misery sprung 
from the conviction that his daughter, whom he 
praised so highly, had made a voluntary sacrifice 
of her honour, and vilely exchanged all the 
sacred bliss of domestic duty for the tumultuous 
pleasure of unhallowed passion! — In spite of 
that misanthropy which this conviction caused. 
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I could not impart my opinion to the venerable 
soldier. My affection still lingered about his 
person^ and he was the only human being to 
whose unhappiness it would have grieved me to 
have added. A^ he spoke I made no reply, but 
covered my face with my handkerchief^ and 
groaned in agony of mind. 

My affectionate parent detained me till, the 
arrival of Glover, who reported, that, after the 
most diligent search, he had not been able to 
discover where Mrs. Boyd was concealed. Then, 
taking me aside, he inquired the result of my 
interview with Captain Thompson. On hearing 
that I had not met with him, he begged that 
I would not prosecute my search till the fol- 
lowing morning, and produced so many plausible 
reasons, that I at length consented to the delay. 
He then left me, saying he was so much fatigued 
that he wished to go early to rest. 

Glover had no sooner departed, than one of 
the soldiers came, and requested to speak with 
me in private. '' It does not become me, sir,'' 
fiaid he, '* to raise bad reports against any of my 
officers; but ever since the night that you and 
my colonel rescued the whole of us from falling 
into the clutches of Hyder, there is scarcely 
a man in the regiment who would not face death 
for either of your honours ; and though Major 
Olover is my officer, and a brave one to boot, 
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I cwnot believe that he has injured you and 
our noble commander without making you ac- 
quainted with my thoughts. But^ not to keep 
you any longer in suspense, in my opinion the 
major knows where your lady is concealed." 

" Take care what you ^ay, fellow! Major 
Glover is my best friend, and I will not hear 
him calumniated. He has been most active in 
attempting to discover the person who has re- 
moved Mrs. Boyd> and if you dare to utter one 
slanderous word against him, dreadful shall be 
your punislynent ! " 

^' An English soldier, please your honour, 
dare do any thing not forbidden by the articles 
of war : if I utter a falsehood, punish me as 
you pleaset; but first i^ear, and then judge. 

'* The servant of Major Glover is my com- 
rade. He is a very daripg fellow, and has often 
been engaged iq pranks for which he would have 
paid dear, had it not been for the interference 
of his master. He went out yesterday morning, 
and it was night before he returned. I saw him 
at that time, and p^took of some liquor with 
him.- Being ;io flincher, he got fuddled, spoke 
a ^at deal of his bravery, and hinted that he 
had been engaged in a business th^t would cause 
much stir next day. I expressed to him my 
wonder that Major Glover allowed him to go on 
80, when he gave me to understand, that in the 
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affair alluded to he acted by the major's orders. 
I inquired into the natare of the business, but he 
became alarmed, and would giye me no further 
information. 

^* I had quite forgotten this conversation when 
the party was ordered out in the morning ; but 
in scouring the country we approached a dingle, 
about three miles distant ; at the skirt of which I 
was positive I saw a man skulking, as if to 
observe us. Being close to the major, I men- 
tioned this circumstance to him, and requested 
permission to look after a person who seemed 
so suspicious. This made the major very angry. 
He swore I must be drunk, as no one could have 
been there without his having seen him, and 
he immediately ordered the party to proceed 
quickly, taking care to march us home in a dif- 
ferent direction. The dingle which Major Glover 
would not allow us to enter, is well suited for 
concealment, and I think it not unlikely that 
your lady has been conveyed thither by his 
orders, having once overheard him declaring to 
another officer that he would be avenged of you 
for the contempt you had shown to him in pre- 
ferring the friendship of that canting hypocrite, 
Beaumont, to his." 

Improbable as this story appeared, it was yet 
possible that the man's suspicion might be cor- 
rect, and I demanded of him if he would accom- 
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pany me to the dingle. He willingly agreed 
to do so^ and taking with me a few soldiers 
whom I could trusty all well armed, we lost no 
time in setting out. Colonel Walker, supposing 
that I intended to go home^ had not objected 
to my leaving him, and the sentinel at the gate 
knew me too well to detain us. 

The night was very dark, and the ground 
uneven, so that it was more than an hour before 
we arrived at the spot the , soldier described ; 
and when we did reach it, there was no like- 
lihood that we should obtain an entrance. The 
roots of rattans, and the branches of prickly 
shrubs, were so interwoven with each other, that 
there was no forcing a passage; and we were 
about to give up the attempt as hopeless, when I 
perceived a light glimmering in the interior of 
the leafy sanctuary. This encouraged us to per- 
severe, and an entrance was at length discovered 
Qhoked up with the branches of trees. Having 
removed these, we could not advance but upon 
all fours for a little way; but the path soon 
enlarged, so that we could walk easily ; it was, 
however, very circuitous, and seemed designed 
purposely to prevent intrusion. As we advanced 
the light became more distinct, and evidently 
proceeded from a wretched sort of hovel. It 
was now necessary to proceed with the utmost 
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caution, and I went first, the soldiers follbwitig 
immediately behind me. 

When near the hovel I heard two persons 
conversing, but could not distinguish whether or 
not they were known to me. But it would 
be difficult to suppose my astonishment, when, 
creeping softly to an aperture that served both 
for window and door, I discovered Major Glover, 
whom I imagined to be asleep in the fortress, 
speaking earnestly to my wife ! Her eyes beamed 
on him with tenderness, as I heard her ask, 
" What did she not owe to him for having 
rescued her from the worst of slavery ? '* 

I could hear no more. My senses were lost in 
a whirlwind of passion. Every fibre of my frame 
was convulsed; every vein within me swollen 
almost to bursting; and I gave an involuntary 
sort of murmur. Alarmed at the noise I made, 
Ellen sprung from her seat; while the major, 
drawing a pistol from his girdle, discharged it, 
and the ball grazed my temple. In a moment I 
was within the hovel and had fired my pistol, 
but without effect ; I then drew my sword and 
rushed upon Glover, who had also drawn his. 
My wife, who now recognised me, flung herself 
betwixt us, calling upon us to hold. Her inter- 
position only served to exasperate me the more. 
I pushed her aside, and continued my attack 
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upon her seducer. She again rushed forward^ 
and received my weapon in her bosom ! Good 
God ! demons must have possessed me when I 
could see that bosom^ which was wont to be 
my heaven, pierced and bleeding, without my 
being susceptible of pity I My fury was too great 
to be subdued, and I continued to fight, reckless 
of my own life, provided I could take that of 
mine infamous enemy. 

Glover was an excellent swordsman, and his 
comparative coolness gave him a great advantage 
over me. He stood upou Ihe defensive until 
I was neaf ly exhausted, and then began to press 
upon me in return. I should doubtless have 
fallen, (for my followers, out of respect to their 
major, made no attempt to assist me, nor would 
I have allowed them to interfere,) had not his 
sword entered my body, clear of the vitals, and 
he been unable to pull it out in time to recover 
his guard. Taking advantage of this circum- 
stance, I made a lunge, and my sword pierced 
his heart. He instantly quitted hold of his 
weapon, fell, and expired. 

My vengeance was not yet glutted, and I threw 
myself upon the body with the frantic intention 
of inflicting more wounds, as though it were still 
sensible of pain, when I fainted from loss of 
blood. 

On recovering, I found my wife, pale and 
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apparently dying, hanging over me. " My hus- 
band ! My beloved and murdered husband ! " 
she exclaimed, '* art thou gone virithout knowing 
the innocence of her who was once so dear to 
thee ? But we shall not long be separated ! We 
shall soon meet where no misunderstanding can 
take place ! " 

I turned from her with disgust, and motioned 
for her to leave me. 

*' Edgar! Edgar!" she faintly murmured, 
'' the pangs of death are upon me, and I die 
innocent. Treachery, these men tell me, has 
been used; but I am its victim, not its ac- 
complice* I deemed Major Glover my deliverer 
from banditti, and you heard me use the lan- 
guage of gratitude to him for having saved your 
Ellen, your happy wife, again to comfort you. 
Providence hath willed that I should fall : if you 
survive me, think with tenderness of her whose 
whole soul was yours, and who was incapable of 
injuring you in the smallest particular." Here 
she sank insensible beside me. 

This appeal was too affecting for me to remain 
unmoved. I could scarcely continue to think 
my wife guilty, and hesitated to pronounce her 
innocent. My mind had felt so many various 
and contradictory convictions in so short a 
period, that it was rendered incapable of de- 
ciding whether or not her assertions were worthy 
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of belief. But my heart was in some measure 
softened by the death of her seducer, and by 
her own danger. The pain, too, which I fejt 
from my wound, tended to abate the turbulence 
of my passions, and inclined me to pity her, 
even supposing that she had transgressed; and 
I bathed her temples with some water which one 
of the'' men had procured. While engaged in - 
this office, and gazing upon those pale and inani- 
mate features which were always wont to sparkle 
with kindness toward me, I felt the full tide 
of aflFection begin to flow once more within my 
bosom. 

Ellen had just opened her eyes, and repaid my 
attention with a look in which love, gratitude, 
and joy, were blended, when I heard footsteps 
approaching; and scarcely had I made a sign 
for the men to be silent and upon their guard, 
when Major Glover's servant entered the hut. 
Overpowered bj'^ a sense of his guilt, he at- 
tempted no resistance when the soldiers seized 
him. 

It belongs only to virtue to be courageous in 
every situation. This wretch, who had staked 
his life, and the hope of salvation, for a paltry 
pittance, no sooner saw himself deprived of the 
protector to whose vices he had fearlessly 
ministered, than his confidence forsook him, 
and, falling at my feet, he promised to mske 
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a full confession, provided I would use my 
interest to procure his pardon. This I would by 
no means engage to do ; but assured him, that, 
if the disclosures he made were ample and satis- 
ftictory, I would not prove a vindictive perse- 
cutor. He then laid open a system of duplicity 
from which demons themselves might learn de- 
ception. 

According to him. Major Glover, who had 
been long, though hopelessly, attached to my 
wife, exasperated by the manner in which I 
had checked his mimicry of Mr. Beaumont, was 
tesolved, through her, to be revenged of me. 
By the instrumentality of my servant Saib, 
whom he had bribed to his purpose, he imposed 
on Mrs. Boyd a story of my carrying on an 
intrigue with a girl in the suburbs. This girl, 
who was secretly under the major's protection, 
by his instigation wrote letters to me ; while 
Olover himself, being excellent at counterfeiting, 
imitated my writing in answer to them. 

The first of these letters was so placed by 
Saib that his mistress was certain to find it; 
and, it not being usual for me to keep my corre- 
spondence secret from her, she began to read 
it without scruple. Surprised and shocked at 
tile contents, she, as had been anticipated, sought 
the advice of the major ; who, after binding my 
wife to secrecy, imparted to her his knowledge of 
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my having formed a connexion with a female, 
but that till how he had never known who she 
was. He then advised Mrs. Boyd to take no 
nox ce of this discovery, but prevail upon Saib, 
through whose hands the letters passed, to show 
those I received from this wanton, together with 
my answers. 

The confidence thus created betwixt Ellen and 
the major continued some time/aiid i^rengthened 
in him the most infamous wishes concerning 
her. Afraid, however, that if he made a dis- 
closure of his improper desires, it might lead 
to a discovery of the truth, he resolved to ^eeui<e 
her person by stratagem ; not doubting but that) 
if he once had her in his power, he would be 
able to prevail upon her to accompany him to 
Britain, whither he intended to proceed in a 
few weeks. 

In conformity to this resolution, he caused 
that note to be delivei*ed which led his victim 
into the country ; Saib having first procured 
three of his own caste to be in readiness to seize 
her. The plan was ably executed. Two of the 
t^onspirators set upon Saib, who, after pretending 
to defend himself for a time, fled 4 whilst the 
third laid hold of and blindfolded Ellen. Her 
assailant then set her before him on horseback, 
and proceeded, attended by his companions, at a 
quick pace for two or three hours, which made 
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her suppose they w^re many miles distant frqm 
home ; whilst, from the number of turns taken, 
they were in reality not above two. At length, 
as had been concerted, they were met by the 
major and his servant, who attacked, and, after 
what appeared to be a stout resistance, defeated 
the captors. 

The surprise and joy of Ellen may easily be 
imagined when she discovered who was her 
deliverer. She thanked him in the warmest 
manner ; and displayed the greatest anxiety, not- 
withstanding her fatigue, to return immediately 
home. Major Glover assured her that this could 
not be done with safety ; he himself was going 
thirty miles further, upon a mission which re- 
quired him to exert the utmost expedition, and 
there was the greatest probability of more of 
these marauding Hindoos being in the neighbour- 
hood, as it was seldom they came out in such a 
small party as that which he had put to flight. 
He professed to know of a refuge, however, 
in which she might remain secure until he 
returned to the garrison, and sent her husband 
with a sufficient force to escort her home. 

This alternative she joyfully accepted, and 
was conveyed to the hovel; where the major 
had taken care to have some provisions ready, 
but which he pretended were frequently left in 
such places by the devout natives for the supply 
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ofBramins^ who occasionally took up their abode 
in them when passing from one station to an- 
other. When Ellen expressed her fears of being 
discovered by those who thus visited the hoyel^ 
he taught her to employ some terms which im- 
plied that she was engaged in devotional exer- 
cise^ which he informed her would prevent all 
intrusion. He also offered to leave his servant 
along with her^ but she preferred remaining 
alone. 

Having thus 'his victim within his reach, he 
returned to the fortress, imposed upon me by 
his plausible account of the attachment of 
Mrs. Boyd to Thompson ; and, in consequence 
of my absence, was at liberty to march his party 
past the place of concedment without allowing 
it to be searched. 

During this long explanation, it is impossible 
to describe how I was affected. The sense of 
bodily pain was lost in the intense eagerness 
with which I listened to the proofs of my 
beloved's innocence; and when that was com- 
pletely established, I pressed her to my bosom, 
till the horrible recollection crossed my mind 
that I was about to lose her for ever ! — to lose 
her, too, by my own barbarous act ! — I then: 
shrunk from her arms, and accused myself as 
her murderer. 

" Oh no! Edgar, my indulgent and affec- 
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tionate husband, say not so," feebly uttered the 
lovely sufferer, in answer to my sel£-upbraiding8, 
" the blow which bereaves me of life was di- 
rected agiinst another-— against one whom I 
then believed to be your benefactor and mine ; 
and it was to preserve you from the intolerable 
regret of taking his life without a cause, or 
me from the anguish of seeing you perish, that 
I placed myself in danger. I, I onlv was to 
blame in listening to the effusions ot^a fiend's- 
malevolence, instead of trusting to the many 
proofs of your affection. You cannot be blame* 
able in the eyes of God or man, and I would 
Dot exchange the triumph of dying thus re- 
gretted and beloved, for all the vain pageantry 
and sickening pleasure which life could afford* 
without you. In dying, my worst suffering arises 
from thinking of the anguish which you and my. 
fether must sustain on my account. Oh, .Edgar t 
supply to him the place of his child ; let him 
not be altogether desolate! Heaven bless you 
both ! Farewell ! — a long farewell ! " Her voice 
ceased to be audible ; she was seized with con- 
vidsions, and expired. 

. My anguish was intolerable. I threw myself 
upoti the body; and oh! how eagerly would I 
have poured the blood of my veins into hers, 
could she thereby have been restored to exist- 
ence I Madness must have seized rae> or I must 
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"have been choked by the inability of giving 
utterance to my feelings^ had not my wound 
broken out afresh^ . and my recollection beeB 
again saspended. 

The surgeon, for whom one of the soldiers had 
gone off immediately after the combat^ now 
arrived. After convincing himself that no spark 
of life remained in Mrs. Boyd or Major Glover^ 
he ordered their bodies to be removed to the 
door. He then applied remedies to me, by 
which I was soon recovered to perception. In- 
stead of the acute anguish which I had pre^ 
viously felt, my faculties were iii a torpid state. 
I recollected but very confusedly what had hap- 
pened, and was like one who dreams that he 
is oppressed by an excessive load, which he can 
neither bear nor throw from him. 

After the surgeon had bound up my wounds, 
he thought it possible to remove me with safety ; 
{tnd, having brought litters with him, I was laid 
upon one, and carried out of the ill-fated hovel ; 
the two corpses having been previously tak^n 
forward by such of the attendants as were not 
engaged about me. When.near.the fortress, the 
considerate surgeon left us, in order to acquaint 
Colonel Walker with the melancholy catastrophe, 
and prepare him for me, and the dead body of his 
daughter, being brought in. 

Still does the meeting with the unhappy father 
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live in my recollection^ with all its accompani- 
ments of horror. His groans, as he kissed the 
cold lips of his age's darling, roused me from my 
painful lethargy^ and my eyes distilled blood, 
rather than tears, as I invoked him to take 
vengeance on me as the murderer of his daughter. 
The good man was alarmed by my agony, and 
attempted to comfort me; but his voice was 
broken and nearly stifled. " Be comforted ! Be 
comforted," he cried, *' there is still comfort in 
store for you ; but all my happiness was centered 
in one object, and I am deprived of it ! Who now 
will gladden these dim eyes? Who now will 
comfort this withered heart?" 

But why thus da I torture myself with so sad 
1^ narration ! — There is a depth of misery in 
some hearts which no intellectual plummet can 
sound; the bitter waters of which should ever be 
pent' up, lest by overflowing they deface every 
picture which fancy has formed of happiness. 

After the funeral of Mrs. Boyd, my venerable 
father took no interest in any worldly concern ; 
and, in less than a month, followed her, broken- 
hearted, to the grave, leaving me heir to his 
whole possessions. 

The administration of justice being at that 
time very irregular in India, no steps were taken 
by the civil authorities to investigate the cause 
which led to the death of Major Glover and 
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Mrs. Boyd. A military court of inquiry, how- 
ever, was instituted ; which, after a minute in- 
vestigation, decided that there did not exist 
the slightest reason for putting me upon toial, 
as the major had fallen in the perpetration of 
an unlawful action^ and it being accidentally that 
Mrs. Boyd suffered. Yet, though thus declared 
innocent by an earthly tribunal, I was guilty in 
my own opinion. I had allowed passion to 
bewilder judgment^ and involve me in the most 
unjustifiable actions. Had I acted considerately, 
I should have required an explanation of my 
wife, when I found her in the hovel along with 
Major Glover, and should not have had her 
blood, however unintentionally, upon my head ; 
and if, in accordance to the laws of honour, 
J had afterwards called him out and he had 
fallen, he might not have gone into eternity with 
all the colouring of his guilt fresh and vivid upon 
him. These reflections preyed upon my mind 
I took no pleasure in any earthly pursuit, and 
even began to accuse my Maker of injustice — 
nay sometimes to doubt of his existence. Man- 
kind appeared to be the playthings of fortune, 
who sank to eternal rest when she was tired 
of tormenting them. 

I retained in my seirvice the whole of the 
domestics who had belonged to Colonel Walker's 
establishment, among whom was a converted 
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black of the name of Zatia. This affectionate 
creature, while he ceased not to mourn oyer 
the wreck of his master'a house, strove by every 
means in his power to alleviate my grief. He 
was continually devising some scheme to amuse 
me, and was rewarded for every exertion when I 
appeared for a moment to pay attention to his 
endeavours. 

One evening I was sitting in my own chamber, 
my spirits more than usually depressed, and I 
was even thinking of putting an end to my 
miserable life, when Zatin entered. He looked 
at me two' or three times, «8 if anxious to speak, 
and at length asked, ** Massa, have you never 
applied to that Friend who be able to restore all 
that you have lost ? ^ 

" You know, Zatin, that there is no such 
friend ; no one can raise the dead to life." 

** You be wrong, massa, you be wrong ! Christ 
can bid your heart live again ; and he can cause 
you to meet hereafter wid those friends for whom 
you now mourn." 

*' And what, Zatin, do you know of Christ ? 
Do you take him for any thing but an impostor, 
who cheats those who believe in him by the 
promise of felicity which shall never be theirs ?" 

^' Me does ! Me does ! Me not tinks, but 
feels, that He who made de world, and dat 
speaks in my breast, telling me what be good. 
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and what be evil, died upon the ctoob, dat de 
white and de black mans might be saved." 

** Well, Zatin,. leave me ; I shall reflect upon 
what you say." 

Considerably moved by the confidence with 
which this poor Hindoo expressed his belief in 
there being a happier state hereafter, I dropt 
upon my knees,, and, I may almost say, for the 
first time in my life, addressed myself to my 
Maker with fervour. My prayers, however, were 
confused and unenlightened ; I was only solicitous 
to be released from my sufferings, and almost 
dared to accuse my God of having afflicted me 
unjustly. After I had risen from my knees, I 
opened the Bible, but could make no more of 
it than if it had been written in an unknown 
language ; or if I chanced to catch a glimmering 
of divine truth, it resembled the indistinct view 
of the aerial voyager, when earth and ocean seem 
blended in the world below. 

For two or three days my mind was in a 
state of chaos, and my pride would not allow me 
to seek advice from my unlettered menial. 

Mr. Beaumont had for some time been abroad 
on his Master's service, but he now fortunately 
returned ; and no sooner heard of my calamity 
t-han he hastened to condole with me. When 
we first met, the feelings of the man prevailed 
over the firmness of the saint, and he wept for 
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a time in silence. At length, restraining bis 
sorrows, he began to speak of spiritual things, 
and heaven lent conviction to his words. The 
clouds, which had intervened betwixt me and 
the Sun of righteousness, were dissipated. I was 
made duly sensible of my own unworthiness, 
and of the absolute need of a Being superior 
to man to save me from the eternal misery to 
which my guilt had made me liable. No longer 
did the sufferings under which I had groaned 
appear unmerited ; and though my affections had 
been blasted upon earth, I trusted they were 
destined to blossom in heaven. *' If it be thy 
will, my Saviour/' was the firm, but humble 
language of my heart, *' I am willing to bear 
thy cross here ; but, oh ! banish me not from thy 
presence hereafter!" 

From this period my sorrows have not pre- 
vented me from discharging -the duties which 
I owe to society. I felt myself so much affected, 
however, by the constant view of scenes which I 
had beheld in so much happier circumstances, 
that I exchanged into another regiment. My 
parting with Mr. Beaumont was very painful to 
both of UB, and we promised to correspond with 
each other. But in the course of a few months 
Providence thought fit to remove him from this 
world, to the communion of beings pure and 
exalted as his own soul. 
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I continued several years longer in Hindostan, 
and was employed in almost constant warfare. 
In the different actions in which I have been 
engaged I have received several wounds, but 
none of these has affected me so much as the 
loss of my faithful Zatin^ who fell in storming 
the camp at Delhi. 

My trifling merits have been overrated by my 
sovereign, who has been graciously pleased to 
bestow knighthood upon me. But the wealth I 
have acquired, and the honours I am decorated 
withy are to me as valueless as the coral and 
bells which are hung round the neck of infancy. 
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A DESIRE to promote the cause of liberty, 
added to the desire of beholding the exhibition 
of human character, when placed in extraordinary 
circtimstances, led me in the year 18 — to take 
ray passage for Buenos Ayres, with the intention 
of entering the patriotic army in that province. 
I had provided myself in London with intro- 
ductory letters to the men in power ; and amongst 
others to Don Cevallos, the governor. 

I was received by all with kindness : the con-^ 
duct of Cevallos was that of a brother. When 
I made to him an offer of my services in any 
way that might be deemed useful to the republic, 
he said, " Captain Cameron, I have always enter- 
tained a high esteem for your nation, and admire 
Uiat chivalrous gallantry which has induced you 
to aeek so distant a country to combat in the 
cause of those who are arrayed for liberty and in- 
dependence, against domestic traitors and foreign 
enemies. Should you wish to serve near me, 
L Bhall, from the respect which this interview has 
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inspired me with, from regard to those English 
friends who have recommended you to my atten- 
tion, and in compliment to the rank you hold in 
the British army, nominate you one of my aides- 
de-camp. The power of other appointments is 
vested in the military council, though my interest 
would doubtless procure you a commission in 
any corps in which a vacancy should occur." 

I eagerly embraced the offer of his excellency, 
and was soon established in my post. As there 
was no enemy in the vicinity, I was chiefly 
employed in carrying the orders of the general 
to distant stations in the interior. When tra- 
versing extensive plains in which not a tree 
vegetated, and herds of wild cattle were the only 
inhabitants, I felt as if alone in the world^ with» 
out feeling the horror of loneliness. While my 
ideas were abstracted from earthly objects, I 
communed with the wind of the desert as with a 
kinsman, and almost fancied that the stars, as 
they twinkled, hailed me with a friendly welcome. 

But the enthusiaun which I felt on my first 
arrival gradually faded away. Cevallos, and a 
few others,, were indeed men of the most dis- 
interested views ; but most of the chiefs were 
actuated solely by the hope of aggrandisement ; 
and, while they exclaimed against tyranny, tyran- 
nized over such as were subordinate to them. 
Th« horrors of civil warfare had brutalized the 
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character of the people ; and the sanctity of reli- 
gion had been violated by the priests taking part 
in political disputes. 

General Cevallos often lamented to me the 
want of public spirit, so visible in every depart- 
ment. " Had this people been long in the pos- 
session of liberty," he was wont to say, " and 
shown themselves so unworthy of it as they now 
do, I would not draw a sword in their defence ; 
but their present vices, as well as their past 
miseries, are to be ascribed to Spanish misrule. 
Their limbs have been so long swaddled, that 
it is not strange they should move unsteadily 
now they are loosened ; but a continuance of 
freedom will strengthen their sinews, and enable 
them to act with vigour. The common danger, 
when it draws near, will absorb individual interest 
in fears for national safety ; and if we establish 
our independence, and be governed by equal 
laws, confidence in these will generate private 
benevolence; and public virtue, social enjoy- 
ment, and domestic kindness, will flourish on the 
banks of La Plata, as they now do on those of 
the Thames." 

Anticipations such as these were congenial to 
my feelings, and I felt more than ever attached 
to the individual by whom they were uttered. 
It was apparent, however, that I was envied by 
many officers, who considered themselves as 
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injured by the promotion of a foreigner to an 
honour every one was anxious to secure for him- 
self; and as I was weary of what might almost be 
deemed inaction, I solicited Cevallos to procure 
for me a commission in the army serving against 
the Indians in the interest of Spain. This he 
did with reluctance ; and I set out, eager to dis- 
tinguish myself in battle. 

The governor had given me a letter of intro- 
duction to General Moreland, who commanded 
the forces, and upon my arrival I waited upon 
that officer. 

Unlike Cevallos, Moreland had nothing eitlier 
dignified or prepossessing in his appearance. He 
seemed about sixty years of age, was not above 
five feet two inches in height; but his person 
was strong and muscular. He was bandy-legged; 
his face much pitted with the small-pox; his 
eyes, at discord with each other, scorned to 
behold the same object at once; and his shoulders 
were exalted in rivalry with his head. 

When this strange looking personage had 
perused the governor's letter, he turned to me 
and said : " General Cevallos, it seems, has pro- 
cured you a commission in this army, and he 
here recommends you to my favour as a friend of 
his, and a countryman of my own. Had you 
applied to be my valet or tailor, the latter cir* 

F 
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cumstance might have induced me to employ 
you; the former can be of no avail with me, 
I have friends of my own, and do not apply to 
Alavia to provide for them ; how, then, does he 
suppose that I will «xert myself to benefit his 
favourites? Do your duty, young man, and I 
cannot injure you; neglect it, and, though you 
were my brother, you should not escape punish* 
ment/' So saying, he waved his hand for me 
to retire ; which I did, after telling the general 
that I solicited no favour, and would not be 
found deficient in duty. 

An orderly accompanied me to that part of 
the camp occupied by the corps to which I was 
attached^ where the reception I met with from 
the officers was the very reverse of what 1 had 
experienced from Moreland. 

The service in which I was engaged was both 
harassing and dangerous. I had been so for- 
tunate as to distinguish myself in several en- 
terprises, and began to be viewed with some- 
wlmt more complacency by my general. The 
favourite wife of Yuthilow, the Indian chief, 
had fallen into our hands ; and, thinking this a 
favourable opportunity of detaching him from 
bis alliance with Spain, another officer and 
myself were detached to him with terms of ac- 
commodation. 
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Our embassy^ however, was nnsuccessfiil. — 
*' Tell your general," said the chief, after hearing 
our proposals, ^' that the Spirit of the storm 
speaks, and the sun hides himsdf in his secret 
dwelling. The hunter falls before the jaguar, 
and the hoof of the buffalo crushes the flower 
that nestled by the lapa's dwellings yet still the 
traveller moves without fear in the desert, and 
the winds bear along the sounds of the chase. 
The songs of Eavanthrone have ceased, and her 
smiles no longer gladden Yuthilow, yet the wings 
of darkness have not been spread suddenly over 
his path, nor has the arrow struck him unpre* 
pared. In the blood of his enemies the prince 
fihall drown his sorrows; but were his spear 
to drop when his warriors are on foot for ven- 
geance, all the waters of the Platft could never 
wash dishonour from his name.'' 

Henceforth scarcely a night passed M^tfaout 
an attack being made on the republican camp. 
Imitating the motions of a wild animal, one 
of the best marksmen among the Indians ap- 
proached so near the sentinel as to pi^ce him 
with an arrow; when a party of his comrades^ 
rushing on with the most fearful yells, com- 
mitted much havoc, and, ere the troops could 
form, moved off with a celerity that baffled 
pursuiL 
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One night I was aroused from my sleep by the 
most hideous uproar^ and before I could arm 
myself, was pinioned and borne off by a party 
of the enemy. Placed betwixt two Indians, I 
was hurried beyond the bounds of the camp with 
wonderful speed ; nor did they halt until they 
reached a swampy piece of ground, where they 
were joined by some of their fellows with other 
prisoners. Here I learned we should continue 
till morning dawned; when, if the main body 
of their force did not return, we should be carried 
farther into the interior. 

In the morning, no more troops haying arrived, 
they proceeded to cross the swamp, and found 
their horses on the further side, where they had 
been left under charge of the feeblest of the 
warriors, while the rest had marched on foot 
to attack the republicans. On one of these horses 
I was mounted, guarded in such a way as to 
prevent me from making my escape, or even 
holding any communication with my fellow 
prisoners. 

The Indians reached one of their towns about 
sunset on the fourth day from our capture. Their 
entrance was a sort of triumph. Quitting their 
horses, they ranged themselves in regular order, 
vnth the captives in the midst, and marched for- 
ward, singing the hymn of victory. The popu- 
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lation crowded out to meet their warriors ; some 
of them joining in the hymn, others blowing upon 
buffalos' horns, and striking upon hollow instru- 
ments of wood. When the procession had passed 
into the centre of the place, the war-dance was 
commenced ; and the frantic gestures of the war- 
riors, and the strange dissonance of the music, 
with the desire of vengeance strongly pictured on 
the dark countenances of the surrounding crowd, 
might well fill me with dismay. 

When the Indians had sufficiently displayed 
their agility, we were taken to a large shed, con- 
structed of timber, and clay baked hard in the 
sun, which stood at some distance from any 
house, and were shut up there for the night, a 
strong guard being placed over us. 

During the journey, my mind, distracted by 
the rapidity with which I had been hurried along, 
had been scarcely capable of reflection ; but now, 
when left almost alone, the place in which I was 
confined being large, and the other prisoners, 
from respect to my rank, keeping aloof, I found 
reason to reflect upon the horrors of my situation. 

In battle, or on a sick bed, I may venture 
to say, I would have looked upon death with no 
unmanly terrors ; but to be in the power of those 
who were ingenious only in tormenting ; to whose 
ears my groans would be music ; and who would 
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protract my sufferings till nature could no longer 
support its agony : — to have my life cut short by 
sarage Tiolence, at an age when the spirits are 
buoyant, and the world full of objects of hope, 
were thoughts that drove me to frenzy. Over« 
wrought anxiety at length subsided into sttipoT, 
and I had been some hours insensible, when 
I was suddenly aroused by a great clamour at 
the outside of the prison, the door of which was 
opened, and ten or twelve more captives intro- 
duced. 

It is not when our own. afflictions are great 
that we feel much sympathy in those of others ; 
and I had turned myself round where I lay, 
again to court insensibility^ when I beard the 
voice of General Moreland amongst the pri- 
soners* 

I now sought my commander, whom I found 
pacing restlessly about the prison, and expressed 
my regret at meeting with him there. "^ It is the 
fate of war^ and I do not complain," was his 
reply. We conversed long together; but he 
could give me no information of the fate of 
the army, having, like me, been taken prisoner 
on the 6rst attack. 

On the morrow I looked round to pay my 
respects to the general, and was surprised to 
see him sleeping as soundly in a comer of the 
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shed as if reposing in his own tent. When he 
awoke he approached me, and conversed with 
more ease and elegance than was usual to him ; 
marking his contempt of danger by paying atten- 
tion to those forms of politeness which in ordi- 
nary times he scorned to notice. 

** You are a younger soldier dian I sun, my 
worthy friend,*' he observed, '' and these lodg- 
ings are unpleasant enough even to me. But 
here it cannot be designed that we should be 
long imprisoned. Our enemies, for their own 
amusement, would like us to bear the tortures 
they will inflict upon us with some degree of 
spirit; and would have provided us with bett^ 
fere than this/' — pointing to a small quantity of 
dried beef, which had been distributed to each 
captive, — " did they mean that we. should be 
permitted to live longer than a day or two/' 

*' Do you know, general, why the enemy did 
tiot butcher us when we fell into their hands, 
instead of bringing us hither ? " 

*' By the c<Hiversation of my guards, which I 
overheard, I am led to suppose tiiat, though we 
are abhorred by this people, the approach of our 
forces to their country had struck them with 
terror; made them anxious for peace, and ren^ 
dered Yuthilow, who had begun the war, and 
persisted in carrying it on, very unpopular ; and 
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that^ to raise the drooping spirits of his people^ 
by showing to them that our army was not 
invincible, the prince had determined to send a 
few of his prisoners into the interior to be 
tortured. On us the lot has fallen ; and, whether 
you deem it a compliment or not, I am glad 
that one brave man shares it with me. I should 
be ashamed, were there none but these rascals, 
who are shivering with fear as much as I should 
were an English east wind to blow in my teeth, 
to be, along with my executioners, the witnesses 
how a Briton can die." 

*' I am glad. General Moreland, that you can 
so fearlessly anticipate your fate. For my own 
part, though not absolutely a coward, I am not a 
little apprehensive that my manhood will fail to 
bear me through the trial with honour.'' 

*' Fear not ! - Fear not ! Our prospect is gloomy ; 
and I would much rather have fair play for my 
life in the field. But, though I have not thought 
much about these matters myself, I recollect 
that an old acquaintance of mine used to main- 
tain, that it requires but a certain degree of pain 
to break the ties that unite the soul to the body ; 
and as nothing short of this can terminate Ufe, 
and nothing beyond it can be borne, the suffer- 
ing of every individual is the same at his dis- 
solution, whatever may be the disease that closes 
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his existence^ or however much or little he may 
appear to the spectators to endure." 

However unphilosophical this opinion seemed 
to me, I thought it cniel to question its truth, 
when the belief of it imparted so much confi- 
dence to my commander. 

In the course of the day, Moreland apologized 
to me for his cavalier behaviour at my first intro- 
duction. 

** Did you know the slight claims which my 
country has on my affections/' said he, '' you 
would not be surprised that I pay little attention 
to those who are introduced to me by no other 
recommendation than having been bom in it. 
But I have found you possessed of courage, the 
only virtue that is not counterfeit ; and, had we 
not fallen into the hands of these wretches, you 
would have found me not unjust to your merit. 
I have never told the story of my life to any 
person; and, as any thing is better than anti- 
cipating evil, I shall, if you choose to attend, 
narrate it to you : by it you may learn how fre* 
quently danger is overcome by resolution." 

Having assured him that I would consider 
his confidence an honour, the general commenced 
his narrative. 
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My ancestors for several generations had rented 
a few acres of land^ along with a mill, on a small 
riyer in Berwickshire. I was the youngest of 
seven children^ and was the darling of both my 
parents. Seldom chastised myself, if any of my 
brothers or sisters were afraid of punishment, 
it was always to me they applied to intercede 
for them. My feelings were then so different 
from what they are now, that I am often tempted 
to think that I am either not the same being 
I then was, or that the scenes which I think of 
with such delight never existed but in imaginar 
tion. Yet the noise of the mill, winch still rings 
in my ears^ the water, in which I was wont 
to bathe; and which, after escaping from its 
race, parted into several small streamlets, stealing 
down the lawn, like serpents in the grass, now 
hid and now seen ; with the sprightly meadow 
queen sipping moisture on the bank, and whose 
fragrance I almost fancy I now inhale, form too 
refreshing a picture for me willingly to relinquish 
the thoughts of its reality. With what joyous* 
ness have I chased the goose and her cackling 
brood into the torrent, and admired the majesty 
with which she bore herself on the watery ele- 
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ment ! And how eagerly, on market evenings, 
when my father appeared on the opposite bank, 
have I darted along the plank, which served the 
purpose of a bridge, to welcome him home, 
and receive the gingerbread or apples which he 
always brought along with him ! 

But this happiness was destined to be of short 
duration. When I was about ten years of age, 
the rage for large farms began; my father's 
land, together with that of several other small 
tenants, was let to one person, the mill taken 
down, and he withdrew to a neighbouring town^ 
where he dealt in flour. 

My father had never been able to save much 
money. The profits of the mill and farm did 
little more than support his family comfortably ; 
and looking upon these as an inheritance, he 
had not striven parsimoniously to provide for the 
future. Little accustomed to worldly dealings, 
he could not guard against the tricks of the 
dishonest, and had not been long in his new 
profession ere he was reduced to poverty, and 
forced to work as a labourer for his support. 

Naturally kind and benevolent, misfortune 
destroyed the temper of my father ; and as my 
sisters had gone into service, and my brothers 
were apprentices to different tradesmen, his 
morose humour was vented on my mother and 
me. The sound of his voice as he returned from 
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labour caused me to tremble ; and if I chanced 
to continue at play an hour longer than usual in 
the evening, I watched timorously near the door, 
in hopes of his going out, that I might have an 
opportunity of slipping unperceived to bed. 

The privations I endured of food and clothing, 
and the severity my father treated me virith, 
entirely changed my disposition. Instead of 
being, as formerly, gentle and obliging, I became 
churlish and quarrelsome, and was so frequently 
engaged in squabbles with my companions, that 
it was found necessary to remove me from school. 

For about a year longer I continued at home, 
occasionally earning a few pence by gathering 
weeds off the lands of a neighbouring farmer. 
The expense of maintaining me was more than 
my father could wep support; and a shoemaker of 
his acquaintance having offered to diet me for 
my work, I was placed apprentice with him. 

The master to whom I was engaged was a 
hard, unfeeling man, and flogged me for the most 
trivial fault. His wife, too, was a perfect virago ; 
and as I .was under the necessity of running her 
messages, bringing in the water, and taking care of 
the children when she was otherwise engaged, my 
hands were kept full of employment. The apart- 
ment in which we worked was cold and open. 
There was in it an old stove, which was allowed 
to be heated in the winter, provided the work- 
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men found fuel for it ; and as none of them had 
money to spare for such a purpose^ the task of 
procuring it was delegated to me. Often have I 
been soundly beaten for pulling down pales to 
carry home; and was once nearly committed to 
jail as a thief, being detected with a large piece 
of coal in my leathern apron, which I had pur- 
loined from a shed. Yet, whatever might be the 
trouble or risk of obtaining fuel in this way, I 
was forced to attempt it. If my labour failed 
of success, and the stove was not heated at the 
usual time, a few blows admonished me of my 
negligence, as my shopmates termed it. 

The eldest daughter of my master, a pretty 
girl, of a coquettish disposition, used frequently, 
when her father had gone out, to slip up to the 
workshop to hear the men. sing; and before half 
the period of my apprenticeship was expired, I 
had fallen desperately in love with her ; and, as 
my passions were all violent, Agnes soon per- 
ceived the state of my affections. Being several 
years younger than her, however, and perhaps 
not of that form she thought the most agreeable, 
she treated me with contempt, deeming me too 
insignificant even to be trifled with. 

There* was in the e^hop along with me a young 
man, about eighteen years of age, of a handsome 
person and pleasant manners, betwixt whom and 
Agnes I suspected an attachment to exist. But 
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she was exceedingly guarded when she addressed 
Ilim, and it was long before I could meet with 
any thing to confirm my suspicion. One Sunday 
evenings however, when strolling in the environs 
of the town by moonlight, I saw my master's 
daughter stealing along to a small grove^ famous 
as the rendezvous of lovers. Letting her move a 
little before me, I dogged her, until I saw her 
joined by Morris, the young man I have spoken 
of^ with whom she entered the grove. I hesi- 
tated a moment whether or not to follow them, 
but at last did so. The lovers were too much 
occupied in coi^versation to hear my light foot- 
steps. When tired of walking, they sat down in 
a sort of rustic arbour, behind which I crept; and 
never was eaves-dropper so severely punished. 
I heard my misU'ess swear unalterable love to 
my rival ; and divert him with repeating speeches 
which I had been foolish enough to make to her. 
At that instant I felt a complete revolution in 
my moral nature. Formerly, it is true, I had 
been ill-tempered, and resentful of bad usage ; 
but my heart expanded to kindness, and I would 
have died rather than be guilty of ingratitude. 
Now all connexion betwixt my fellow-creatures 
and me seemed destroyed. I felt an abhorrence 
of mankind; retained no affection but for self; 
and would have been careless of how much 
misery I was the cause, provided any passion of 
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mine was gratified. My loye for Agnes gave 
place to burning hatred. Oh ! how eagerly ^ had 
I had any weapon, would I Iwtve rushed upon 
her and her paramour, and mingled their blood 
in one current ! 

[As the general spoke thus, the sun threw 
a stream of light on his naturally swarthy visage, 
rendered livid by passion, and I instinctively 
placed my hand where my sword used to hang, — 
feeling as in the presence of one whose trade 
was murder. Without perceiving my agitation, 
Moreland proceeded.] 

The clasp-knife, which I usually carried, had 
been left at home ; and I was compelled to steal 
sullenly from my retreat, like a tiger when he 
finds the traveller too well guarded to be at- 
tacked with safety. 

Morris was but an apprentice as well as my- 
self, and I was certain, if my master knew that 
any love correspondence existed betwixt his 
daughter and him, that he would soon put an 
end to it. I, therefore, hurried home, with the 
intention of making known what I had seen. 
As soon as I entered the door, my mistress 
asked '* What I had been doing out so late?" — 
'' Walking," I replied. " A pretty fellow ! And 
pray where were you walking?" — *' In Love's 
Grove, where I left your daughter and Morris." 
— *' Lying whelp ! " was the good lady's r^- 
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joinder, accompanied with a smart slap on the 
face. Her husband now interposed, and re- 
quested to know what had induced me to report 
such a falsehood, since Morris was in the country 
visiting his relations, and Agnes drinking tea 
with a neighbour. I told him what I had wit- 
nessed, and he went off in a fury to see if he 
could fall in with the accused. 

Unfortunately for me, the lovers had heard 
me retire from the grove, and hastened after me, 
Agnes reaching her friend's house as soon as I 
did my master's. This friend was in her confi- 
dence, and when inquiry was made, declared that 
her visitor had not been abroad that evening. 
This evidence completely exculpated the ena- 
moured pair, and I was dismissed to bed with a 
full assurance of being punished for my falsehood 
in the morning. 

Promises of severity were the only ones that 
were religiously attended to in our establish- 
ment; and my master laid on more lustily this 
time than he had ever before done. The journey- 
men, who looked upon an informer as the worst 
of all characters, threw out gibes against me 
during the day, and I sat silent, rankling with 
revenge. 

At that season, men's minds were in a state 
of effervescence, arising from the events of the 
French revolution. Every garret was changed 
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into a forum, where politics were canvassed — 
sometimes with a degree of infonnation which 
the higher classes would have thought surprising. 
My comrades, like the most of those in the same 
situation of life, were tainted with republican 
principles. Accounts had arrived, the same day 
I had been so severely punished, of certain suc- 
cesses obtained by the French over the allies 
of Britain ; and many a sneer was given at what 
they considered the falling cause of royalty. 
One fellow, more impudent than the rest, re- 
marked, *' that Moreland would have done well 
for a kingly imp, his heart being more wicked, 
and his body more deformed, than other people's : 
but the worst of it is, that among all the crowns 
that are likely to be soon empty, none will fit 
him." — '* You are wrong there!" said Morris, 
" the Pope's will suit him exactly : it is a triple 
one, and he has three heads to put it on." 

I could bear no more ; but darting up, with a 
sharp-pointed knife in my hand, I attempted 
to bury it in his heart. Aware of my intention, 
he shifted his position, and the weapon struck 
against his ribs. The blow brought him to the 
ground; and, supposing him dead, I did not 
stop to repeat it. Taking advantage of the con- 
sternation of my shopmates, I sprung.down stairs, 
and made off, without any attempt being made to 
detain me. 

6 
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My father and mother were both dead; my 
sisters had married, and removed from that part 
of the country ; none of my brothers were at 
that time in the neighbourhood, and I had no 
friend likely to afford me shelter; so that the 
only chance remaining of escaping from the gal* 
lows lay in the swiftness of my heels. It was 
evening when I fled from the house ; and suspect- 
ing that I was most likely to be pursued in the 
direction of the next sea-port, I struck into the 
country; careless whither I went, provided it 
were out of danger. I had walked a considerable 
way, and was very hungry and fatigued, when I 
was overtaken by a waggon going to Newcastle ; 
the driver of which, pitying my condition, allowed 
me to ride in it without demanding payment, 
and produced the crust of a large loaf, which I 
devoured voraciously. 

We halted for the night at a village inn, where 
the waggoner and myself were accommodated in 
the garret, he with a truckle bed, and I with 
clean straw. I now considered myself in no 
danger of being apprehended, and felt an exulta- 
tion of mind at the revenge I had taken of my 
rival. " In the wide universe," said I to myself, 
*' there beats not a heart that would feel heavier 
were I out of existence. My brothers and sisters 
might weep if they saw me in the executioner's 
hands : it would not, however, be for my fate. 
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but the disgrace that would rest upon themselves;' 
Yet man — hollow-hearted man — will fawn upon 
the pefson foi* whose death he is longing ; and' 
will cringe to any wretch who has it ih hii 
power to benefit him. ' Sutely," I concluded; ** it 
would be a commendable thing to declare war 
against the whole race ; and as all are alike at 
bottom, serve as many as possible in the way 
I have served Morris." r* 

I reached Newcastle without any interruption; 
slept all night in a paltry alehouse, and next 
morning went" to look for employment; ih ^hich 
search I proved successful. Th6 person 'who 
gave me work was an illiterate Noitlfumbrian, 
who fancied the Scotch a race of semi-bat^ 
barians; and I not being very prepossessing iir 
my exterior, and a very indifferent wbrkman/her 
seemed to have engaged me for no other purpose 
than to display his humour in ridiciding my 
country and myself. 

The wages I received were very low, and I 
should have been in danger of starving, had 
not my master, with that hospitality for which 
his countryman are proverbial, given me many a 
meal at his own table. 

I had beeii afraid to go out for some time after 
my arrival at Newcastle, lest I should be appre- 
hended for the murder of Morris ; but not hear^ 
ing of any reward being offered for' the appre* 
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hension of the murderer, I became less timid ; 
and at length learned by accident that my rival 
had not been killed, and vras quite recovered. 
This intelligence quieted my fears, and I went 
openly abroad, spending my evenings, whenever 
I was able to raise money, either in the alehouse 
or the theatre. 

I had become a better workman, so received 
higher wages, and lived more comfortably than 
before, when one evening, as I was drinking with 
a few comrades, one of them attempted to ridicule 
my country. I bore his scurrility for some time, 
if not with good-humour, at least with patience ; 
for the 4read I had entertained of being dis- 
missed disgracefully to another world in conse- 
quence of my late quarrel, had taught me to 
curb my anger. The more moderation I dis- 
played, the more audacious the fellow became. 
The company affected to be highly diverted with 
his jests. Finding my choler rise, I threw down 
my share of the reckoning, and was going oat, 
when my adversary, taking hold of ray arm, 
said, " Stop, Sawney, and tell us before you 
go whether the best bread you have in Scotland 
is not made of sawdust?'* Flesh and blood 
could not stand this. Wheeling round, I grasped 
the tankard, and with one blow bared his fore- 
head to the skull. Before I could repeat the 
stroke, the company interfered and disarmed me. 
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I was permitted to go home that night, but 
next morning, the person whom I had maimed 
having sworn the peace against me, I was taken 
before the mayor, and, in default of bail, com- 
mitted to prison to stand my trial at the quarter- 
sessions for the assault. 

In this seminary I received much useful in* 
struction in the art of exchanging a man's wit 
for the property of his neighbour ; and from the 
history of several distinguished characters whom 
I here met with, I had my belief in the folly and 
wickedness of hiunan nature fully confirmed. In 
the experience of these gentlemen, I saw man a 
creature of sounding promise and paltry perform- 
ance. Secretly inclined to evil, but not daring in 
many cases to perpetrate it ; some of the species 
from constitutional timidity; others of them 
from the dread of human laws, or deterred 
from gratifying their wish by the fear of being 
punished, when their bodies are dissolved to 
clay, and what are called their souls mingled 
with the gales of evening ! 

[Here I could not forbear from interrupting 
the speaker. ^' Surely, General Moreland, you 
do not believe that the existence of man ter- 
minates with his mortal structure ; and his mental 
faculties cease with the breaking down of that 
matter, through the organization of which they 
for a few years operate ?'* 
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. " Not believe so, sir? most certainly I do; 
what man possessed of rationality believes other- 
wise? The bodies of many animals are as finely 
constructed as. ours are;: yet who will presume 
to. Bay they will, as is fabled of those of man, 
spring into new existence, ages after th^ mattejr 
of wWch. they are composed l^as been iqpor- 
porated witjx other substances ? Or^who, because 
the dog is affectionate and the elephant saga^ 
piou^, has dared to inform us that the quality 
by which the one feels and the Qther thinks, 
^9 indestxuctible? I am aware that it may Jbe 
argued, that as man's eternal existence does not 
follow as a, necessary consequence of his belief 
that he will live for ever, so neither does h\^ 
conviction th^t animals cease to exist when their 
bodies drop into the elements of which they 
v^er^ , first formed, serve at. all to impede the 
cQi^tinuancei of their perceptive powers, if the 
great Architect has determined that what has 
once exisljed shall never be apnihilated: and if 
it be once proved that there is an essential dif- 
ference betwixt the perceptive and reflective 
powers of animals and those of the human spe- 
cies> the utte^ destructiop of. the one cannot 
imply the .everlasting cessation of the other's 
b^ipg* But^ wavi^ thi^ argument, is it noit tl^ 
coqvictioii of every, person — ^^a conviction which 
the dogmas of no pretended iUuminati are able 
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whoQy to overturn <:— that his nature is one and 
indivisible, and that when the connexion betwixt 
his corporeal and mental parts is dissolved, they 
must perish together ? " 

^ No, sir, I think not. There are* two innate 
ideas in the human mind — at least ideas which 
we are sensible of having entertained at the time 
when our powers of thought were first deve- 
loped —which are in direct contradiction to each 
other, and which cannot, therefore, be both cor- 
rect. The one of these, is the belief that we 
cannot exist differently from what we do: the 
otiier, that w:e can never cease to have a being. 
The first of these is not confined merely to the 
connexion of the soul with the body, but extends 
to the feelings of the heart, — nay, even to our 
worldly circumstances. The impassioned youth 
imagines that he cannot exist without the pos- 
session of his jQdistress ; the minion of fortune^ 
that he is unable to bear the privations of 
poverty: but in a few months the one gazes 
with unconcern on the beauty that before en- 
chanted him \ and the other feels that existence 
may not only be endurable but pleasing, without 
his possessing many things which he formerly 
considered as indispensable. The other idea is 
strengthened by all we observe, and confirmed 
by all we suffer or enjoy. The weakest bodies 
often incase the strongest minds; and it is no 
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uncommon thing to* witness physical debility 
accompanied by mental strength. 

" We see the body sinking under the stroke 
of deaths and the soul remaining unshaken by 
the sufferings of its companion. It is^ therefore, 
unphilosophical to conclude^ when the destruc- 
tion of the tabernacle is consummated, that the 
spirit which inhabited it is likewise destroyed. 

*^ But we feel also within ourselves desires 
which cannot be gratified, and feelings which 
cannot operate in our present state ; and as the 
visible economy of Providence shows us that 
nothing is created in vain, it is but reasonable 
to suppose that these principles of our nature 
will find their adequate employment in that future 
sphere, for which alone they can be imagined to 
have been designed. 

" You perceive. General Moreland, that I 
have argued this question without seeking any 
assista.nce from the light thrown upon it by the 
Christian revelation, thinking that a doctrine, so 
important as that of his immortality, must be 
consonant to the ideas of every man, and capable 
of being proved by the deductions of unen- 
lightened reason. Did I believe otherwise, the 
explicit declaration of Scripture, in the truth of 
which I rest with assurance, would upon this 
subject be quite satisfactory." 

Morelwd's face was here contracted into a 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MORELAND. 89 

grin of contempt. . " Scripture ! So you think 
Scripture something more than a forgery, which 
priests have invented to wring money from the 
wealthy, and to hold the people in subjection ! 
Be it so : I shall bear the worst without shrink- 
ing. In my life I have despised religion, and 
shall not seek its protection in death. But our 
amusements cannot here be diversified, and if 
you are not already tired of it, I shall resume 
my narrative." 

I apologised for having interrupted him, and 
he thus proceeded.] 

As it was clearly shown on my trial that I had 
been grossly insulted by the prosecutor, the court 
sentenced me to pay a fine of one shilling and 
be discharged. 

Having had but a few pence when I was com- 
mitted, and my small stock of clothes being dis- 
posed of to support me in prison, I should have 
been forced to remain there, from inability to 
pay the jailor's fees, had not my master advanced 
money, on my promising to work for him till it 
was repaid. 

On settling with me' on the Saturday night 
following, he kept half a crown of my wages ; 
and I began to think, that, as I had never been 
able to make more than what maintained me, 
utter starvation would follow before the debt 
was extinguished. Determined not to run the 
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hazard of this, and wishing to see more of the 
world, I set off towards London. 

As I worked in most of the principal towns on 
the road^ it was some time before I arrived in 
the metropolis^ where I continued to pursue my 
calling very industriously for a few months. 
Among my shopmates was a Cambrian, of the 
name of Mitchelson^ a fellow acquainted with 
every species of villany ; and with him I soon 
became intimate. My new acquaintance had 
always plenty of money, which excited my 
wonder, as he was one of the worst workmen 
in the shop, and fre(}uently absented himself 
for whole days together. 

One evening Mitchelson and I were in an ale- 
house; and no person being in the room with 
us, he took occasion to praise the ingenuity he 
pretended to have discovered in me. " You aare 
up to a thing or two," said he, '^ and it is a pity 
to see a fine lad like you nailed to a staJl, like a 
clodpole." 

" But how am I to get hold of money other- 
wise ? " 

** In the same way as I got this," showing a 
handful of silver, ^' by turning cmtem diver, or, 
if you like it better, my Adam tifer." 

'' I do not understand you, Billy ! " 

'' Why, an auttm diver is a pickpocket who 
practises in a church, and an Adam tiler his asso- 
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ciate, who receives his booty, and runs off with 
it. In the latter way we could do as much busi- 
nesSy and that with more safety, than by acting: 
separately. I have tried the trade long, and 
know you will like it. I don't make what would 
keep me in small beer by working, and should 
never handle an awl more^ were it not that the 
blood*men soon scent those who have no visible 
means of livelihood, and make it holiday ai Peck- 
ham with them.'' 

This proposal accorded too well with my in- 
clinations to be rejected, and Mitchelson and 
I agreed to commence operations o;i the foW 
lowing Sunday.- On that day we were tolerably 
successful, though our spoil consisted of little 
else than pocket-handkerchiefs, which we placed 
in pawn, with no intention of redeeming them.^ 
The resources of our genius were not confined 
to the picking of pockets : we frequently met 
with simple people whom we contrived to fleece 
of- their money by gambling. Mitchelson uid I 
never entered, a public-house together. He was 
always well dressed, and a smart looking fellow ;. 
while the country fashion of my clothes, and my 
Scotch accent, suggested ihe idea of my having 
lately arrived in town, and prevented suspicion 
of any connexion e?:isting betwixt us. My assp- 
ciate was a proficient in the sleights of leger^ 
demain, and won many a crown by betting to 
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perform tricks with the cards^ which the company 
thought impossible, but which a preconcerted 
signal from me enabled him to do. 

In strolling home together one evening, we 
observed - a crowd opposite the Lyceum Theatre, 
which we joined in hopes of making some trifle 
our own. Mitchelson was lucky enough to 
secure a gentleman's gold watch , with which 
we got clear off*. 

To prevent suspicion, we had generally dis- 
posed of our goods at a different part of the town 
from that in which we lodged and worked ; and 
being pretty full of cash just then, Mitchelson 
did not immediately go to sell the watch. Two 
days afterwards I observed it advertised in a 
morning paper, as the property of a gentleman, 
who, on account of its being a family piece, 
offered a reward of fifty pounds to whoever re- 
stored it, or gave such information as would 
lead to its recovery. 

As soon as I had read this advertisement I 
hurried to the gentleman, and having taken care 
that my evidence should not criminate myself, 
informed against Mitchelson, who was secured 
by the officers, and the watch found in his pos- 
session. He was tried, convicted, and sentenced 
to transportation, while I received the fifty pounds 
I had earned so easily. 

1 now gave up working ; but ceased to' be 
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extravagant. Living as I had before done, with 
little prospect of laying up a store^for future exi- 
gences, I had spent the produce of my industry 
in debauchery. But I was now in the posses- 
sion of a capital; by the proper management of 
which fortune might be ensured. My ambition 
was awakened. I had long seen that in civilized 
society the first station must be occupied by the 
wealthy : and I now determined to obtain riches, 
whatever sacrifice of comfort they might cost. 
By the mere practice of savings however, I should 
have been long before I had realized my wishes ; 
and while nothing was expended on my own 
pleasures, my money was launched out on any 
speculation that promised to be advantageous. 

I attended auctions, and searched through 
pawnbrokers' shops, purchasing whatever was 
cheap, which could soon again be brought to 
market. The evidence given on Mitchelson's 
trial had, I was aware, subjected me to the cog- 
nizance of the police, and I, therefore, ceased to 
labour in a vocation which his fate assured me 
was full of danger; but I still continued occa- 
sionally to gamble, and trebled my capital in a 
few months. 

In a house that I was in the habit of frequent- 
ing, I one evening fell in with a person apparently 
fresh from the country, from whom I won ten 
or twelve guineas, being all the money he had 
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abotit him- The gentkman wished to coBBiitie 
playing upon honour; but I excused myseif, as 
we were wholly strangers to each other; and 
offered to meet him on the following nigh I to 
give him hia revenge ; a proposal which he 
accepted. 

Next day intelligence arrived of a naval vic- 
tory, in honour of which the city was that night 
to be illuminated. Apprehensive that the novelty 
of the spectacle might cause the cully to neglect 
his appointment, I went to the rendezvous > de- 
voutly praying that the whole navy might be 
consigned to the bottom of the ocean ; but, to 
my great delight, I found him waiting on me. 

We instantly commenced playing, and 1 won 
several successive games. Irritated by his loss^ 
the gentleman burnt the cards, and offered to try 
his chance with the dice for a cool hundred. As 
r reckoned myself an adept, I did not hesitate to 
accept his challenge ^ bwtj in spite of all my 
skill, in a few casts I was left without a guinea 
in the world. 

No sooner was my antagonist assured that I 
had nothing more to lose, than the whole cha- 
racter of his countenance changed. His large 
mouth, that seemed before incapable of being 
moulded to express any thing but the yawn of 
indolence or the gape of wonder, was drawn 
proudly together; his upper lip sternly curled ; 
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and his small grey eyes^ that were wont to retreat 
backward^ as if they sought to be extinguished^ 
now sent forth a glance that penetrated my souU 
He rose to depart^ saying, " Young man, you 
shape well ; but beware of again taking a hawk 
for a pigeon.^ 

Had a gulf opened and swallowed all wha 
were near, leaving me standing on its brinks 
without the possibility of escape, I could not 
have been more petrified. In a moment all my 
golden dreams had vanished, and nought re- 
mained but the prospect of poverty and toiL Yet 
even this I could have borne, had it not been 
caused by my own simplicity. How gnawing 
was it to reflect that I had fallen in the simplest 
snare a gambler could spread, and one in whicb 
I had often entangled others ! 

For two or three minutes I poured out exe» 
crations against my antagonist and myself, when 
it occurred to me that before he reached home 
I might possibly find a chemce of dispossessing 
him of that which did not of right belong to him. 
Afraid that he might have got too far for me to 
overtake him, I was hurrying off*, when I saw 
him at the door of the hotel, and heard the waiter 
say that there was no coach upon the standi 
My conqueror, therefore, walked out. 

Taking the precaution of slouching my hat,, 
and twisting a silk handkerchief about my neck^ 
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in order to disguise myself, I went after him. It 
was my determination^ had he proceeded down 
any of the dark lanes, to watch an opportunity, 
stab him to the heart, and, after rifling his 
pockets^ go ofi* ^o the continent. The stranger, 
fortunately for himself^ did not quit the principal 
streets, and I had almost given up hopes of doing 
any thing, when we came near Somerset House. 
Opposite this building, an immense number of 
idle and mischievous people were assembled^ let- 
ting ofi* squibs, and other fireworks, to the great 
annoyance of those who wished to pass peaceably. 
The gambler, probably on account of the money 
he had upon him, hesitated before entering the 
crowd ; but at length he ventured to do so, and 
I pressed close to him. 

I had to do with a person too conversant with 
the tricks of the town not to be watchful over 
his money ; and we had got half way through 
the throng without my being able to make an 
attempt upon it^ when the pressure became so 
great that I was nearly suffocated. Contriving 
still to keep near my destined prey, I struggled 
on, and seeing him raise his hand to push a 
fellow's elbow from his breast, I darted mine 
into his pocket, and grasped his purse ! 

Whether it had been my own agitation, or the 
pressure of the crowd, that prevented me from 
exercising my usual agiUty^ I know not, but ere 
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the purse was secured the gentleman seized hold 
of my arm, and I was given in charge to a Bow 
Street officer, who found it difficult to protect 
me from the indignation of the mob. ^ 

I was secured with other delinquents all night ; 
and next day brought before the magistrates for 
examination. The person by whom I had been 
fleeced, having probably few sympathies in com- 
mon, with the ministers of justice, did not appear; 
and as the officer into whose custody I was com- 
mitted had not seen me purloining, I should have 
stood a pretty good chance to escape, had not 
a person in the office recollected me as the asso- 
ciate of Mitchelson. This circumstance decided 
against me, and I was sent on board the Enter- 
prize^ the receiving ship, off the Tower. When I 
was brought on board, and my name inserted 
in the books, I was tost into the hold without 
any ceremony. 

A ship has been called a floating dungeon. If 
the definition be correct, a tender must be the 
prison of the damned. Here fatheits torn from 
their children, sons from their aged and helpless 
parents, and husbands from their disconsolate 
wives, lay in anguish; their lamentations ac- 
companied by the blasphemous oaths of those 
whom the accursed jails had vomited forth. The 
scene. was congenial to me, and my own mur- 
murings were repressed as my eye and ear feasted 

H 
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on the visible and audible signs of misery and 
guilt. 

A week after my reception into this place of 
tormej^t, I, and about twenty others, were sent 
down the river to the Woolverine, which sailed 
the next day for the East Indies. Though I 
found the duty severe, I was soon reconciled to 
it. The captain was a humane man, and the crew 
lived in more comfort than they do in most 
vessels. 

The first part of our voyage was very favour- 
able, and we made the Cape of Good Hope in 
shorter time than is usually done. We stopped 
no longer at the Cape than to forward despatches 
with which the captain was charged to the 
governor. On leaving Table Bay we had light 
and variable winds, but nothing particular hap* 
pened, till, in the Indian ocean, we were attacked 
by a French ship of war of very superior force. 
We succeeded, however, in beating her off, 
though our loss of men was great; and the 
captain, one of the bravest in the service, had 
been wounded and carried below early in the 
action. 

We had not been able to repair the damages 
we had sustained before a most dreadful hur* 
ricane came on. Every thing that human power 
is capable of performing was exerted to preserve 
the vessel, but a leak was sprung ; and though 
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three pumps were kept constantly going, the 
water increased so upon u^ that we found it 
necessary to take to our boats. The sea ran so 
high that one, of the boats swampt as soon as It 
was launched ; and so many crowded into another 
that it also sank, and all who had entered it were 
drowned. 

. Only one small boat remained. Out of respect 
to the estimable qualities of our captain, he had 
been lowered into it amongst the first, and his 
son^ a brave youth of eighteen years of age, 
followed him. I succeeded in getting a place 
in the boat, which might have held about thirty 
persons, but the dread of its being overloaded 
caused some one to cut the rope by which it was 
attached to the vessel, when only twenty h^d got 
on board. 

I am a human being. Captain Cameron, and 
though I think worse of my species than you 
perhaps do, there are sympathies in me which 
cannot be wholly destroyed. The cry which 
those who were upon the wreck set up, when 
deprived of their last hope, went like a dagger to 
my heart, and. I would have ventured my life 
to rescue them from destruction. The sentiment, 
however, was but = momentary — the decision of 
the nerves rather than of the mind. Reflection 
told me, that those for whom I was thus affected 
might have lived in happiness, and I have been 
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miserable : that they might perish, and my feli- 
city not be impaired. 

One small cask of biscuit was all the pro- 
visions we had secured, and to each man was 
allotted a biscuit twice a day, with half a pint 
of rain water. This allowance, scarcely sufficient 
to preserve life, proved wholly inadequate to sup- 
port us under the fatigue of labouring at the oar. 
Three of our companions died on the fourth day 
from leaving the ship, and were committed to 
the deep with a feeling of envy. The remainder, 
unable to labour longer, allowed the boat to 
drive at the mercy of the waves. 

Exposed witliout shelter to the burning rays 
of a vertical sun by day, and to cold winds 
and unwholesome dews by night, imagination 
could scarcely picture a condition more wretched 
than ours. But this wretchedness was happiness 
to what we had yet to endure. 

We had been a fortnight in the boat, when, by 
a sudden squall that nearly upset us, the biscuit 
cask was pitched into the sea. Oh ! the misery 
—the unspeakable misery of that moment ! We 
had long ceased to regard death with terror ; 
but had he approached us in the hey-day of 
youthful merriment, he could not have created 
such consternation as was exhibited on our faces 
when we saw our whole means of sustenance 
disappear ! My sinews were loosened, and blood 
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seemed to ooze through every pore of my 
body. 

' The dread of being starred to death increased 
the appetite of hunger; and before the second 
day of our fasting expired, the craving of my 
stomach was intolerable. I resorted to every 
expedient; gnawed my shoes — my woollen night- 
cap — every thing that promised nutriment, but 
it was only adding fuel to flame. In my agony 
I bit my tongue, and the relief which the blood 
that flowed gave me suggested the idea of open- 
ing a vein. I had no instrument wherewith to 
perform this operation, but with my nails I at 
length effected the purpose, and applied my 
mouth to the wound. The abstinence which I 
had been forced to practise, and the fever of 
my Spirits, had stagnated the purple current, and 
a few scanty drops were all that met my lips^ 
I raved, cursed, and blasphemed, until I found 
refuge either in madness or stupefaction, recol- 
lecting nothing further till I was summoned to 
assist at a consultation as to what could be done 
in this most horrible of all extremities. 

Only one expedient could present itself — and 
that one was adopted — of casting lots who 
should be put to death to serve as food for his 
companions. 

Frequently, sir, have I seen you about to inter- 
rupt my narrative ; doubtless because I presented 
man in a darker aspect than you have viewed 
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him in ; but learn from what follows that he never 
rises above the dominion of self; that his hero- 
ism is never exerted but when something dear to 
him is to be won or preserved; or when his 
vanity is flattered by the plaudits which he 
expects will follow his actions. 

Privation, fatigue, and anxiety, had reduced 
our number to eleven : yet, if the social principle 
be as strong as those who call themselves phi- 
lanthropists say it is, surely among that number 
of men whose attachnxent to life ought to have 
been less^ied by their sufferings, one would have 
voluntarily come forward, and offered himself a 
sacrifice for the preservation of the others ! But 
no! Though existence was misery, misery was 
better than annihilation ; and- even our maimed 
captain shrunk from delivering up the little of 
life that still lingered in his carcass to save his 
high-spirited and noble-minded son. 

A bit of paper was cut into eleven slips ; ten 
of which were white and one black ; the last W€ts 
to be the sentence of death to him who should 
draw it from the hat in which they were jumbled 
together. 

We all stood ready for the desperate decision ; 
our before intense hunger forgotten in the agony 
of suspense, when our lieutenant, Ufting up his 
eyes, sprung from the deck with more energy 
than his emaciated body promised, and clasping 
his hands together, exclaimed, '' Land ! land ! " 
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The hat and its contents were kicked overboard, 
and noisy congratulations succeeded to the most 
ominous presaged. 

The land discovered by the lieutenant was at 
no great distance ; the boat was driving fast to it, 
and in two hours we set foot on the beach, which 
was covered with shell-fish. These were de- 
voured with such eagerness, that our commander 
and two of the seamen died in consequence; 
and the survivors were severely afflicted with a 
diarrhoea. 

None of us knew any thing of the country, 
and it was necessary that our strength should be 
in some measure recruited, ete we attempted to 
penetrate inland. We saw no sign of inhabitants ; 
and the tameness of the parrots, and birds re- 
sembling wood*pigeons, that hopped about us, 
showed that they were unaccustomed to the face 
of man. 

The lieutenant, the morning after the captain's 
death, told us that he considered his authority 
as an officer at an end, but as we knew not the 
dangers to which we might still be exposed, 
which would be increased by disunion, he sug- 
gested the expediency of a person being made 
choice of to preserve order. This advice ap- 
peared so reasonable, that it was instantly acted 
upon; the lieutenant was unanimously chosen, 
and we swore obedience to him. 
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As 8oon as we were sufficiently restored to 
travel, we set out to explore the country ; which 
proved to be an island, intersected with fine 
streams of water ; abounding in succulent herbs^ 
.and forests of teak ; but, as we had conjectured, 
uninhabited. 

On the north-east comer of the island a con- 
siderable river, clothed on both its banks with 
verdant trees^ poured itself into the sea. Here 
it was resolved that our habitation should be 
fixed. We accordingly returned for our boat, 
brought it round, and began to erect our 
dwelling. 

We had not a tool of any description to work 
with ; but, when a child, I was wont to amuse 
myself with basket-making ; and, as there were 
abundance of bamboos, I was soon enabled, by 
the assistance of my comrades, to rear a very 
comfortable hut of wicker-work ; a few saplings 
serving for pillars, and the long soft grass for 
thatch. We had no want of provisions. Fowls 
of the most delicious flavour perched on every 
tree — so tame as to sit till we knocked them 
off with a stick. Vegetables were abundant; and 
of a particular sort of grass we contrived to make 
a net, with which vast quantities of fish were 
caught; 

In this solitude I felt a tranquillity of mind 
to which I had long been a stranger, and ahnost 
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Wished my life to terminate there. Such were 
not the feelings of my companions. They longed 
for sympathies left behind them in the world; 
and from sunrise to sunset one of them was sta- 
tioned on a steep rock, to watch the expanse of 
water, and persuade himself that the penguin 
which flew past was a white sail glimmering on 
its surface. ' ^ 

The son of our late captain had gone one 
morning to occupy this observatory, and we 
were surprised to see him descending with great 
rapidity, almost as soon as he had reached its 
top. We ran to meet him, and learnt that he 
had seen a large vessel riding at anchor, and 
that a boat from it was making to the mouth of 
the river where our dwelling was situated. This 
intelligence created a tumult of joy. The boat 
at that moment rounding a promontory, which 
had hid her from our sight, we raised such a 
shout as startled her crew, who lay upon their 
oars to consider what might be the meaning 
of so unlooked-for a Velcome. Our signals soon 
convinced them that our intentions were friendly, 
and they came on. 

As they neared the beach, our joy was, if 
possible, heightened by perceiving them to be 
EngUsb. We had not patience to await their 
landing, but dashed into the sea, seized hold 
of the boat, dragged it on shore, and embraced 
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our countrymen as if they had been dear and 
long-tried friends. 

They informed us that the vessel to which they 
belonged was the Company's ship Comwallis, 
which^ in a severe gale^ had separated from the 
homeward bound fleet ten days before ; and some 
of their water-casks having started, they had 
beeu detached to refill them at this river. They 
did not hesitate to promise us a passage home ; 
their commander^ they said, being too humane a 
man not to rejoice in having such an opportunity 
of assisting his distressed countrymen. The 
water was soon procured; and exactly three 
months after landing in the island we were coti^ 
veyed on board the Cornwallis^ and received 
with the greatest kindness by the captain and 
crew. 

When we reached England, our lieutenant was 
promoted to the command of a gun-brig. He 
wished me to enter with him ; but on my telling 
him that I had always disliked a seafaring life^ 
he exerted himself to the utmost, and procured 
my discharge. 

Though I was pretty well reconciled to my 
situation on the solitary island, an opportunity 
no sooner occurred than I had become as eager 
as my comrades to escape from it : — actuated 
partly by that thoughtleds sympathy which impels 
a person to do that which he sees others fond 
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of doing ; and partly by that love of distinction, 
which made me long for the plaudits of the very 
beings whom I despised. 

I was once more in the bosom of society, but 
comfort was further than ever removed from me. 
I was without fortune and without influence, 
with a disgraced character, and no honourable 
profession open to me. My love of money was 
as great as ever; but pride whispered, that to 
amass it as I had formerly done was to sink 
myself below the objects of my contempt. The 
dangers which beset those who took to the road 
for subsistence, exalted the character of a high- 
wayman in my estimation ; but the certainty that 
my person could so easily be identified pre- 
vented all thoughts of levying contributions in 
this way, and I determined to enter the army, 
where, as my education had not been neglected, 
the chances were that I should either be killed 
off or get promoted. I accordingly enlisted in a 
regiment going out to Portugal, the amphitheatre 
which France and England had chosen whereon 
to display their prowess. • 

I was the only seijeant of my company who 
survived the battle of Albuera; and, having 
chanced to preserve the colours of the regiment, 
I was made an ensign in reward of my conduct. 
I soon afterwards obtained a commission in the 
Portuguese army ; and when peace was concluded 
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came over to Brazil. After I had been in that 
country nearly a year^ a force was sent to seize a 
post on the Plata, belonging to the independent 
government of Buenos Ay res; and of this force 
I was appointed second in command. 

When in possession of this post, the measure 
our general pursued, by orders of the Braalian 
court, disgusted even that party by whom he 
had been invited; and among the troops he 
commanded revolutionary doctrines began to 
spread. Seeing the danger which threatened 
us, I, in a council of the officers, pointed out 
the necessity of a change of measures. Irritated 
by a boldness to which he was not accustomed, 
the general lost all command of himself, and was 
so infatuated as to strike me. To strike a Briton 
and an officer ! The offisnce could not be expiated 
by the sacrifice of a dozen of such reptiles ; but 
what could be done I did. Drawing a pistol 
from my belt, in which I always carried two 
loaded, I shot the insulting villain through the 
head. Presenting the other, and threatening 
destruction to any one who attempted to detain 
me, I hurried to the troops, who were then under 
arms ; told them what I had done, and showed 
the necessity of their making common cause 
with the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres. 

My harangue was received with acclamations ; 
and the cry of " Liberty and Independence ! ** 
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echoed throughout the ranks. I was declared 
commander in chief; such officers as were dis- 
inclined to the republican cause were secured, 
and others appointed in their stead. When every 
thing was properly arranged, an emissary of my 
own was despatched to Buenos Ayres ; who, in 
tendering the submission of the garrison, bar- 
gained that I should retain the rank of general 
in the army of the republic. Since that moment 
I have been actively engaged in baffling the 
attempts which from time to time have been 
made against the independence of La Plata. My 
course is now closed, and to me it matters not 
what party proves triumphant. The recollection 
of my achievements cannot be cancelled; and so 
long as I am spoken of as a man whose arm was 
strong and heart fearless, it is immaterial whether 
my memory be blest or curst. 

In speaking to you so freely of my actions, I 
have made no unguarded exposure of myself: 
wbat I have dared to do I have always had 
courage to justify. I have never deceived any 
man by professions of friendship. It is long 
since any one has loved me : I have been pro- 
moted because I was thought useful; and he 
who could be of no use to me had no right 
to my services. But this confinement produces 
an unusual languor of spirits ; and sl^ep is ready 
to overtake me. 
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When General Moreland had concluded his 
historyi he threw himself upon the ground, and 
soon snored aloud^ leaving me to ponder upon 
his extraordinary character. 

It was ndt long ere, to my great surprise, I 
heard my name uttered through an aperture of 
the wall. Scarcely could I believe my visitor to 
be other than supernatural ; but on summoning 
up courage to reply to the call upon my name, 
by inquiring who wanted me, I learned that 
Lefanang — an attendant on the princess of 
Yuthilow, who had been captured, and to whom 
I had rendered some trivial services in her im- 
prisonment — had been made acquainted with my 
captivity, and was desirous to restore me to 
freedom. Her lover was governor of the town 
in which we were confined, and, upon being 
made acquainted with the obligations I had 
laid her under, promised to connive at my 
escape. 

I thanked Lefanang most warmly for her kind- 
ness, but told her that I should consider myself 
as for ever disgraced if I consented to escape 
while my commander continued in confinement. 
She promised to acquaint her lover with my 
scruple of accepting liberty for myself, and en- 
deavour to prevail upon him to allow General 
Moreland to accompany me. She returned 
almost instantly, informed me that this permis- 



Digitized 



by Google 



MORELAND. Ill 

Qion had been granted, and proceeded to arrange 
the method of our escape. 

The governor dared not to show himself in 
this matter ; but Lefanang gave to me a potion^ 
the effect of which, she assured me, was so potent 
as to cause sleep to fall almost instantaneously 
on those who tasted it. She advised us to mix 
this with the food given to the prisoners on the 
morrow; avoid partaking of it ourselves, and 
await till midnight, ^en we should be released, 
and horses and a guide provided for us. She 
then left me. 

I awakened Moreland, and communicated to 
him the proposal of Lefanang. Instead df receiv* 
ing it with the transport which I expected, he 
suggested that we should prepare the soldiers 
with us for making an attack upon the Indians, 
at the time when the gates should be opened for 
our relief. I treated this project with the utmost 
indignation, and he reluctantly dropped it. 

The night that was to restore us to freedom 
drew on apace ; the provisions were distributed 
later than usual, and speedily devotired: the 
share of General Moreland and my own, under 
the pretence of indisposition, being divided 
amongst the other prisoners. The effect of the 
potion soon showed itself; first one and then 
another of the soldiers began to slumber, and 
in less than a hour not one of them was awake. 
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Darkness was set in, when the bolts of the 
prison door were slowly undrawn, and an Indian 
was discovered holding a torch ; the light of 
which was prevented from extending beyond the 
building by a stout cloak, which he wore, and by 
which he sheltered it. Having glanced round 
to see if the other prisoners were secure, the 
intruder laid his finger on his lips, to enjoin 
silence, and beckoned to us to follow him. He 
fastened the door behind him, without any of 
his countrymen being visible. He then pro- 
ceeded at a quick, pace; and when he had 
attained the country, stood still, and imitated 
the cry of an animal. The signal was answered, 
and another Indian, mounted on a horse, and 
leading three others, came up, to whose care 
we were consigned by our conductor, who in- 
stantly left us. 

The guide, who understood Spanish, was well 
acquainted with the country, and conducted us 
safely for three days. On the fourth morning, 
however, observing a party of horsemen at a 
distance, he called to us to fly, and set off* him- 
self at a gallop. This flight attracted the atten- 
tion of the horsemen, who instantly pursued, and, 
my horse having stumbled, came up with and 
secured me. General Moreland and the guide 
continued to fly, though closely pursued. 

The men by whom I had been retaken proved 
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to be a detachment of Yuthilow's army.; who, 
after binding me with thongs, proceeded on their 
way without stopping for their comrades^ who 
had gone in pursuit of the fugitives. These, 
however, in less than an hour rejoined the party ; 
singing in chorus, and leading a horse, at the 
heels of which was dragged the body of General 
Moreland ! 

To describe my horror at this sight is impos- 
sible. I was not, however, long permitted to 
witness it. The leader of the band bestowed 
upon the men a gratuity, apparently of the 
nature of head-money ; the corpse was loosened 
from the horse's heels, and left to rot in the 
desert. 

'^ And is this all?'* did I bitterly moralize, as 
™y ®yc glanced for the last time on the grim 
visage of my late commander : " Is this all that 
remains of a spirit that was ever restless — that 
nothing on earth was able to satiate ? — No, it is 
impossible ! No shock of accident could destroy 
that essence which rejoiced in the tempest and 
made a companion of the whirlwind. May its 
mistakes and prejudices while it sojourned in 
that tabernacle be beheld in mercy ; and may it 
now be partaking of that bliss, of the existence of 
which it once doubted ! " 

Towards evening the detachment arrived at 
an Indian town ; I was conducted to a building 
I 
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not unlike that one I had escaped from, and 
given to understand that F should be put to death 
next day. 

Oh man! stem, insatiable tyrant! Is it not 
enough that nature is thine enemy; that feverd 
fire, and agues freeze thy blood; that the gout 
racks thy joints, and palsy benumbs thy frame ; 
that apoplexy shivers the " golden bowl" to 
pieces, and consumption opens the long and 
dreary vista to the tomb, but thou must aid the 
work of destruction, rival by thine arts the pesti- 
lence, and rejoice in the misery of thy brother! 

The night of horror passed on. The sounds 
of merriment which smote upon my ear assured 
me that' the blood-hounds were on footi and 
that I should soon be called to my last trial. la 
this dreadful extremity, I knelt and prayed for 
the support of Him who could alone bestow 
strength. 

The prison door was at length thrown open, 
and I was led through an exulting crowd to the 
place of torment. Here a quantity of faggotd 
was piled, ready to be set on fire. At a short 
distance a stake was driven down, to which I 
was fastened, and several executioners took their 
station, prepared to commence operations as soon 
as the flames should ascend. 

All was hushed; not a murmur was heard 
among the crowds not a sob broke from my 
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bosom: ho courage^ however high, could have 
endured such a moment^ but insensibility sup- 
plied its place* The chief who was to preside 
at the accursed festivity was still absent, but the 
distant clangoW of instruments announced his 
approach. He came, ascended a triumphal seat^ 
the signal was given, a torch was applied to the 
faggotSy and loud acclaims burst from the brutal 
multitude ! 

The smoke arose in a vast column. The wind 
blew it from the people. Another signal was 
made, the cords that bound me to the stake 
were cut, the chief descended from his seat and 
embraced me. 

It was long ere I was assured of my safety, 
or could understand for what cause I had been 
preserved. The aged chief, who presided at the 
solemnity, at length recalled to my recollection, 
that, when detached on an enterprise against one 
of the towns belonging to the Indians, I had 
saved the life of an ancient warrior who had 
fallen into the hands of the Spaniards, and, on 
account of his age, prevailed upon them not 
to carry him prisoner to the camp. He it was 
who now addressed me. He had recognised his 
preserver in the intended victim, and given ordem 
to release me. 

With this chief I continued some time, receiv- 
ing from him every attention which gratitude 
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could dictate; and was^ upon giving my parole 
of honour not to serve against his nation, con- 
ducted in safety to Buenos Ayres. 

I soon afterwards bade adieu to the shores 
of the new world ; tired of politfcal enterprise, 
and determined henceforth rather to be the nar- 
rator of the actions of others, than to seek ta 
mingle in adventures myself. 
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The first circumstance of which I have a distinct 
recollection is that of sojourning in a lonely cave 
in the confines of Gallicia^ surrounded by men of 
gloomy aspects and gloomier hearts. One of 
these fellows I was taught to call by the name of 
father^ and at the same time informed that this 
title implied that I should love and esteem him. 
It was easy to pronounce the word ; it was im- 
possible for me to entertain affection for him 
to whom I applied it. And yet Antonio treated 
me with all the kindness of which his nature was 
susceptible, supplied me with abundance of fruit, 
and attempted to amuse me with tales of blood 
and horror. But as I looked on the dark brow, 
the wide-distended nostrils, the large mouth, 
and teeth like boars' tusks, of this miscreant, 
my infant heart sank within me; and often in 
my dreams did I view my protector engaged in 
those deeds of murdet, to which my ears were so 
familiarized by his narratives. 

My father was frequently absent, and at those 
periods I was committed to the charge of the 
only female which the cavern contained. Habi- 
tuated to the basest of society, the form of Enez 
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was scarcely less masculine than those of her 
companions, and her language little less rude 
than theirs. The tenderness of womanhood, 
however, still lingered in her bosom; and she, 
whose evil passions led her to renounce the inter- 
course of her sex, cherished with a mother's 
fondness the infant who smiled on her knee. 
Her kindness won my affection; and the company 
of my parent became more abhorrent to me, as it 
prevented me from enjoying her company so 
fully as when he was abroad. 

Enez had been well educated, and she taught 
me early to read. She had but few books, but 
these were chiefly the works of the best poets ; 
and the enchanting pictures they presented of 
female innocence and manly generosity, served 
to render the obscene talk to which I was obliged 
to listen, and the riotous conduct which I was 
forced to witness, more odious and disgusting. 

Wholly a stranger to society, it was long 
before I suspected the profession of my father 
and his comrades; and often as my hesri rose 
against him have I accused myself of feeling an 
unnatural antipathy. But some of my silent 
monitors told me of men who Uved by depriving 
others of their property ; and, as my faculties 
eiqpanded, this information enabled me to explain 
circumstances that had before appeared mys- 
terious ; convincing me that I was the otbpnng 
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of a robber^ but at the same time sectioning 
my hatred of my parent by persuading me that I 
felt nothing but that abhorrence which virtue 
must always feel for vice. 

My load of self-accusation, however* was only 
exchanged for a burden more intolerable^ -^ the 
disgrace of being sprung from one whose trad? 
was rapine. My heart burnt with all that love of 
pre-eminence' so congenial to youth ; and my 
heated imagination had persuaded me that I was 
destined to rival those heroes whose achieve- 
ments were the themes of my fevourite poets. 
But these poets, one and all, agreed in using the 
term base-bom as synonymous with a low, vicious 
and ignoble character; while the man of high 
descent was represented by them as almost neces- 
«arily brave, generous, and liberal. Thus my 
birth marked me out as the object of public 
opprobrium ; and granting that these authors had 
erred ; that though my station was low I might 
be found possessed of exalted sentiments ; that 
my arm should turn the tide of battle and prop a 
falling empire, still I was a robber's son, and 
contempt my only inheritance. Distracted with 
such thoughts, I became gloomy and discon- 
tented ; and, escaping from the rude merriment 
of the horde, indulged my pensive thoughts in 
the forest in which the cavern was situated. 

One day, when I was about twelve years of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



120 ALAVIA. 

age, all the robbers^ excepting my father^ went 
on a distant expedition. I embraced the oppor- 
tunity of pointing out to him the sinfulness of his 
conduct^ and entreated him to relinquish it. It 
was the first time I had mastered my disgust so 
as to speak to him in this manner^ and his 
astonishment and rage were excessive. 

" This comes of those cursed books with which 
that jade Enez has poisoned your' mind ; but it 
is well that I see how the wind sits. You are 
unworthy, sirrah, of being harboured by brave 
men. Sin and repentance, forsooth ! You must 
get a friar's cowl to cover that wise head of 
yours! Saint Jago, what a cockatrice I have 
been nursing! One who, when he has sufficient 
courage to walk a few miles by himself, will find 
his way to the next town, and have his poor old 
father hung up, purely for the love of God ! " 

Such was Antonio's answer to my remon- 
strance ; but I did not escape with mere words. 
He beat me severely, pushed me into a cell, and 
told me to continue there till I became more 
rational. Here I lay several hours, my body 
aching with the blows I had received, and my 
mind rankling with indignation against him who 
had inflicted them. 

At length Enez came to visit me, bringing with 
her wine and provisions. In her bosom I poured 
my complaints. Though she treated my senti- 
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ments as romantic^ she was affected by my suf- 
ferings, and promised to exert her influence with 
my father to prevent the repetition of his cruelty. 
She wished me to go to my own apartment; 
which, rude as it was, was greatly more com- 
fortable than the cell. I refused to do this, 
saying, I had been put there without any justi- 
fiable cause, and there I would remain till my 
father requested me to leave it. Enez was 
offended by my firmness, and left me. 

The cavern in which we resided, though very 
narrow at its entrance, grew wider as you ad- 
vanced ; had a large common hall in the centre ; 
and on both sides small apartments had been 
dug, either for the robbers to repose in, or as 
magazines in which to deposit their spoil. 

On this eventful night I had been asleep some 
time, when I was awakened by Antonio speaking 
in the hall to a person whom I was certain 
was not Enez. CurioUs to learn who it might 
be, I crept to the mouth of the cell, where 
I could see what passed without being ob- 
served. An elderly man stood before Antonio. 
Though he appeared faint from sickness or 
fatigue, there was something in the physiognomy 
of the stranger that commanded admiration. His 
tall and elegant form lost none of its grace- 
fulness from being covered with a plain garb; 
and though his looks told that he was imploring 
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the protection of a robber, it was not possible 
for me to doubt that I beheld a hero. Hardened 
as Antonio was^ he quailed before bis guest, and 
made an awkward attempt to appear kind. He 
spoke somewhat, to which the stranger bowed 
in answer ; and advancing to a seat, they placed 
themselves so that I could hear every word tbat 
was spoken. In a few moments Enez brought a 
bottle of wine, of which the stranger drank a 
glass or two. Then looking round th^ hall, he 
said: — 

** You tell me that the woman who has just 
retired is your wife ; and that you have renounced 
the world, and fled to this solitude from religious 
motives. Every thing about the cavern coui- 
tradicts this statement, and you cannot but know 
that I suspect your real occupation. But my 
life shall not be cheaply sold : you can gain 
nothing by my death ; and should I fall, I shall 
not be long unrevenged." 

Antonio protested by every thing sacred that 
he was what he had given himself out to be — 
a man disgusted with the world, who had chosen 
the wilderness as a spot where his devout exer- 
cises would be least interrupted. I could see 
that the ruffian-like tone in which these assevera- 
tions were uttered, preivented the stranger from 
]>utting any trust in them. But, probably believ- 
ing that all chance of escape depended on pet- 
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guading my father that his suapicions wer^ re- 
moved, he affected to be convinced by what was 
said. Apologising for the mistake he had fallen 
into, but declining the offer of a bed, he desired 
to be left alone ; and my father retired, leaving a 
lamp burning. 

Long after Antonio had gone off, the stranger 
continued to cast many an anxious glance round 
the cavern, as if expecting every moment to 
behold his murderers. Sleep at length overcame 
him; and as he lay stretched upon the board, 
without any one to molest him, I began to hope 
that my father was not so guilty as I had 
suspected. 

The lamp had gone out, and I was moving to 
the interior of my cell, when a light from the 
opposite side broke into the hall, and I observed 
Antonio cautiously advancing. He bore a lamp 
in one hand, a dagger in the other ; and as the 
flame illuminated his visage, the signet of hell 
was visible on every feature. Once or twice, as 
if agitated by an unpleasant dream, the intended 
victim shifted his position, and every movement 
stsortled his assassin. He lay quiet for a few 
moments ; Antonio was at his side, and the in- 
strument of destruction gleamed above him. At 
this instant I sprung forward, grasped the haod 
of my father in its descent, and exclaimed, — 
" Monster, forbear!" 
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Maddened by my interposition, Antonio shook 
me from him, and with a backward stroke made 
an incision in my neck, the scar of which is still 
visible. The struggle, however, awoke the un- 
fortunate stranger, who demanded, with a voice 
of authority, why he was thus disturbed? The 
blood which streamed from my wound, and the 
vengeful looks of my father, rendered all ex- 
planation unnecessary. After pausing a moment, 
Antonio rushed upon his victim; who, stepping 
back, threw open his cloak, and exposed a badge 
which he wore. The sight of this seemed to 
petrify Antonio ; his dagger fell from his grasp, 
and he threw himself at the feet of the stranger. 

'* Did I not tell thee,*' exclaimed this man of 
mystery, '* that my death would be fearfully 
revenged? Yet, situated as I am, it is not 
cowardice to propitiate thee, and, provided I 
am allowed to go forth unhurt, I swear by this 
cross, our holy Mother, and St. Dominick, that 
the transactions of this night shall never be 
revealed by me to your prejudice; that I will 
give no intimation of the situation of this cavern, 
and will not use any extraordinary means, sug- 
gested by my knowledge, to apprehend any of 
thy associates. I have no property upon me, 
but if thou canst devise any means of receiving 
the money secretly, a thousand pistoles shall be 
left at Astorga for thy use." * 
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My father rose, obsequiously thanked his guest 
for his generosity, and professed^ that, had he 
known his quality, nothing should have tempted 
him to lift his sacrilegious hand against his life. 
Such a prostitution of soul served only to excite 
the disgust of the stranger; who turning his head 
beheld me, whom in the sense of his own danger 
he had forgotten. " Who is this child, and how 
came he to be wounded ? '' he inquired. " The 
boy is my own/' replied Antonio, *' and that 
scratch he received accidentally." The stranger 
recollected, however, the struggle by which he 
had been aroused, and a glance of his eye told 
that he considered me as his deliverer. Calling 
me to him, he tore his richly embroidered frill, 
applied it to the wound, and then bound his 
handkerchief over it. Patting my head, and 
calling me a fine boy, he asked Antonio : — 
'* Would you be willing to part vrith this youth, 
provided I took him under my protection?*' 

*' Why, your excellency, though, from some 
foolish prejudice he has taken, he does not look 
upon me so affectionately as he ought to do, I 
should be very dull vrithout him. Yet as you 
have taken a fancy to him, I shall not baulk 
his fortune ; and mayhap, when your excellency 
looks upon the son, you may be reminded of the 
promises made the father." 

" I need nothing, sir, to remind me of that 
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Dirbich I have once promised. Bat what do you 
say to this arrangement^ my little man? are you 
willing to go with me?" — " Over the world, 
sir/* — " You are a brave fellow ! But I am not 
surprised that you are tired of this den, and shall 
take care that your confidence does not injure 
you* Retire to bed. Your father and I under- 
stand each other, and to-morrow you shall set 
out with me/' 

I retired as he bade me, but the agitation of 
my mind long banished sleep. I lay anticipating 
scenes of future happiness, my brain teeming 
with the most extravagant notions. Sometimes 
I imagined my patron to be the monarch him- 
self; then thought him a second Amadis, as 
much superior to kings as kings are to common 
men; and anon my fancy suggested, that this 
extraordinary visitor was not a human being, but 
an exalted spirit, commissioned to draw me from 
obscurity, and conduct me to suoh acts of glory 
as would exceed the lustre of all former befoic 
deeds. Whatever he might be, I was convinced 
that my destiny was illustrious, though the re- 
flection of the disgracefulness of my birth some- 
times checked my mounting spirits. I at length 
fell asleep, and my dreams were akin to my 
waking fantasies. 

Methought I had entered the army as a subal-^ 
tern, and having distinguished myself in several 
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actions^ was by the univei^al suffrage of my 
companions called to the command, at a time 
when a foreign enemy bad invested the capital, 
and nearly compelled it to surrender. I marched 
to its relief, attacked, and defeated the enemy, 
but was myself mortally wounded in the moment 
of victory. The inhabitants flocked around to 
obtain a sight of their deliverer ere he was taken 
from them by death* My last moments were 
especially disturbed by the lamentations of the 
infanta. I awoke, and Enez hung weeping 
over me. 

This affectionate creature had he^rd that I 
was about to leave the cavern, and had come 
to persuade me not to enter the world. Believing 
that I should never meet with any one Who 
would love me as sincerely as she did, £ne2 
drew such a picture of the injuries and insults 
to which I should be exposed in a state of de- 
pendence, as would have staggered one whose 
determination had been less firm than mine. A 
dread of the solitude to which she would be 
exposed when I was gone, might doubtless be 
one of the causes why this woman wan so 
anxious that I should remain ; but, as she spoke, 
her selfish feelings gave way to her ardent desire 
for my welfare; and I am well convinced that 
the sorrow she expressed was in a great measure 
disinterested. 
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After Enez had been with me about an hour, 
my father summoned me to prepare for setting 
out. The arrangements were soon made : bid- 
ding my female friend an affectionate farewell, 
I left the cavern in company of the stranger, 
escorted by my father, who left us when we 
reached the border of the forest. 

Having never before been in the open country, 
it is impossible to describe the delight with 
which I gazed upon the landscape. The alter- 
nation of hill and dale ; the river winding at a 
distance ; the goats standing on the giddy preci- 
pice, or leaping from rock to rock, as If inviting 
us to admire their gambols ; the bleating of the 
sheep, mingling with the shrill barking of their 
canine guard, and the piping of the happy shep- 
herd, gave rise to sentiments I had never yet 
entertained, and my heart felt as full and satisfied 
as did that of our first parent in Paradise. 

My companion did not disturb my reverie with 
any questions ; though when I looked to see if 
his feelings were as highly raised as my own, I 
could perceive that he had been watching the 
working of my countenance; and once, as if 
unconsciously, he uttered aloud, — *' Poor fond 
enthusiast! soon will sad experience convince 
you that the world is not such a scene of pleasure 
as you now suppose it to be ! " 

Before we reached Astorga, the road had 
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become so rough and mountainous, that it was 
with difficulty the mules^ which Antonio had pro- 
vided us with, were able to preserve their footing. 
My thoughts were therefore recalled' from the 
contemplation of Nature's beauties, to considera- 
tions of personal danger; and it was with no 
unpleasant sensation I heard my protector de- 
clare, that a solitary dwelling on the road-side 
was an inn, at which we should stop for the 
night. 

The accommodations of this inn, lonely as it 
istood, were better than what my after experience 
found to be common in Spanish houses of enter- 
tainment. We were ushered into a very neat 
room ; a good dinner was served up, and excel- 
lent wines provided, of which my companion 
forced me to swallow two or three glasses. 

When the dinner was removed, my protector 
put some questions to me concerning the manner 
of life which my father led, what progress I had 
made in learning, and other particulars; to all 
of which I gave such answers as my information 
enabled me. When I had finished, he said, 
" You seem to be a fine boy, Ferdinand ; and as 
I have taken you under my protection, it is 
proper that you should know who I am: my 
name is Don Sanchez Alavia; my title is Mar- 
quess of Almeida ; and, by the favour of hi« 
majesty, I am grand inquisitor of Spain.'' 
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Thd knowledge of my patron's quality curdled 
my blood, my hair erected itself on my head« 
my teeth were clenched together, and my knees 
smote against each other. In all the tales of 
blood which my father delighted to relate, an 
inquisitor was a prominent character, and was 
inyariably represented as a being who delighted 
ih cruelty^ Learning tiiat I was now in the hands 
of one of these wretches, I almost fancied that 
the tortures, of which I had heard so much, 
were begun to be inflicted on my body. 

It was impossible for my patron not to per- 
ceive my agitation. With a severe soort of smile, 
he inquired what was the matter with me ; 
adding, " I suppose^ among the fraternity which 
you have left, the Holy OlBSce is too much feared 
not to be represented in the worst light; but 
you should remember, Ferdinand, that it is only 
against the guilty we exercise severity. You 
have nothing to fear, so long as you remain 
innocent; and the grand inquisitor shall ever 
retaember, that, with a courage beyond your 
ye«rs> you hazarded your own life to preserve 
ihU of Don Sanchez Alavia." 

Somewhat reassured by this declaration, I ven- 
tured to put a question or two to the marquess, 
which he seemed to take pleasure in answering. 
AjQQOng gihet things, I stated my surprise that 
a nobleman of bis dignity should be travelling 
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without attendants in such an unfrequented part 
of the country. I also requested an explanation 
of the reason of his visiting the cavern, as well 
as of the cause of my father being deterred from 
perpetrating his murder. 

These particulars the marquess explained, by 
informing me that he had left Madrid incog^o, 
and that his groom, the only servant he had 
brought with him, had fallen sick by the way; 
that in the storm of the preceding evening, his 
horse had become so restive that he had quitted 
it, and, being a stranger to the road, had sought 
for shelter in the forest, where he had discovered 
and entered the cavern. My father had been 
prevented from murdering him by the exposure 
of the insignia of his office, knowing that the 
search caused by his disappearance would lead 
to the discovery of the retreat of the banditti. 

When Don Sanchez had detailed these circum- 
stances, I went to bed, where my reveries were 
not so brilliant as those of the preceding night. 
My patron, high as was his quality, had proved 
to be greatly inferior to what I had £etncied in 
my waking dreams; and, notwithstanding his 
affability, I still shrunk with dread from the 
name of inquisitor. 

But the unusual exercise I had taken disposed 
me to sleep. After venting a sigh or two for the 
lowering of my ridiculous hopes, all thoughts of 
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the present or the future were lost in forget- 
fulness, and I arose in the morning quite re- 
freshed. From tenderness to my youth, the 
marquess travelled by easy stages; and we 
reached Madrid without meeting with any oc- 
currence of a particular nature. 

If I had been struck with surprise on behold- 
ing the beauties of the country, I was still more 
astonished on my first visit to the capital. The 
loud and discordant noises confused my brain; 
while the splendid palaces of the nobles, and 
their rich equipages, continually driving past, 
without any regard to the squalid wretches, whose 
tottering limbs scarcely sufficed to bear them 
x)ut of the' way ; with the paltry huts of the 
mechanics, and the filth accumulated in every 
t5orner ; formed such an assemblage, that I know 
not whether my admiration or disgust was most 
excited; and I was glad when the marquess 
stopped at the gate of his palace. Here I had 
fresh cause of wonder in beholding the vast 
retinue of servants, the number of apartments, 
and the elegant furniture and fine paintings with 
which they were filled and adorned. 

The marquess was married, and had had several 
children; all of whom, excepting one, a boy of 
my own age, died in infancy. His lady, who 
had once been beautiful, possessed a tolerable 
share of sense, but was vain and opinionative. 
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Don Sanchez had acquainted her with the manner 
in which he had met with me; and as she enter- 
tained a high idea of the virtue of noble blood, 
she was indignant at her husband for bringing 
home a *' young miscreant/' as she called me, to 
corrupt her dear Sebastian. 

Her Sebastian was too noble to be degraded 
by any association. He would have stood true 
to honour and to virtue among a host of apos- 
tates. In the hours of boyish playfulness the 
company of Sebastian Alavia was my highest 
enjoyment; and now that a grateful people hail 
me as one of their benefactors, his friendship 
is my proudest boast. When I first beheld this 
valuable youth, disease had laid its hand upon 
him. His sickly aspect, and the mild conciliating 
expression of his eyes, as they were turned to- 
ward me, at once endeared him. to my heart. 
His joy equalled my own, when, disregarding the 
objection to my birth, the marquess told hijn 
that I should be the companion of his studies. 

Fortunately for Spain, which has been so much 
benefited by his noiseless patriotism and unob- 
trusive charity, it was not long before the health 
of my friend was re-established. Though much 
my superior in learning, he was so liberal of his 
aid, and our worthy tutor performed his duty 
' so diligently, that I was soon enabled to keep 
pace with him in bis studies^ 
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I remained in Madrid nearly four years, when 
the marquess sent his son and me to Valladolid 
that we might have the advantage of studying 
under the masters of that famous university. 
Here we continued, united in the closest bonds of 
friendship ; sharing in the same ainusements, and 
scarcely a sentiment rising in the mind of the 
one which was not imparted to the other. 

It was the wish of Don Sanchez that his 
son should enter the army, and that I should be a 
churchman. A more injudicious choice of pro- 
fessions could not have been made. The bene- 
volent h^art of Sebastian ill qualified him for 
the harsh duties and rugged employments of 
war ; and my restless disposition unfitted me for 
the close application and retired habits of clerical 
life. But such was my gratitude for the services 
rendered me by the Marquess of Almeida, that 
I intimated no dislike to his views concerning 
me. When I had gained my eighteenth year, an 
incident took place which decided the destiny 
of my future life. 

I one evening accompanied Sebastian to an 
entertainment given by a distant relation of his ; 
where, among other company, we met a young 
lady, the daughter of the alcade. Until that 
time the sight of female charms had never pro- 
duced any emotion in me ; but no sooner did I 
behold this lady than I conceived a violent 
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passidn for her. Duriag dinner my eyes were 
riveted on her face^ and, wkolly iimttentive to 
any other person, my emotion was visible to th^ 
whole company. 

Aware of the folly of entering into engagements 
with any lady, however amiable, I attempted 
for a few days to banish all tlionghts of Itlaria; 
but finding my attachment to her in^^ease, I 
sought for, and obtained, an interview. In this 
interview I painted the ardour of my passion 
with all the enthusiasm of youth, and fancied 
that I was melting her into tenderness. 

What I imagined love, was but compassion. 
When I had finished my declaration, Maria 
paused a moment, and then said : '' With a man 
like you, Don Ferdinand, it wocild be cruel of 
any lady to trifle. I feel grateful for your good 
opinion, but my heart is not mine to give. It 
is — why shpuld you not Hnow it?-^it is in the 
possession of your friend, Sebastian. The pre- 
judices of his family mwf consider the inequality 
of our rank as an insuperable bar to opr union ; 
but my heart acknowledges bis worthy and, if I 
am not to be his, I shall never be another's." 

I would have spoken in praise of my friend, 
r wished to express part of the affection I felt 
for him ; but my tongue refused to perform its 
office, and, agitated by conflicting emotions, I 
rushed into the street. Here Alavia, who had 
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observed the first indication of my passion, and 
who had dogged me to the alcade's, crossed my 
path, and furiously demanded what my errand 
was to the house I had just quitted; 

Too much hurt to enter into an explanation, I 
attempted to push past him ; but he seized hold 
of my cloak, and exclaimed, '' Base intruder, I 
have marked, and shall punish your treachery 1" 

No longer master of myself, I unsheathed my 
rapier^ Sebastian also drew his; and we hs^d 
exchanged several thrusts, but without effect, 
when the passengers interfered. Whispering to 
Alavia where he would find me, I slipped from 
among the crowd. 

I remained half an hour at the rendezvous, 
when Sebastian arrived, no longer bearing hatred 
and defiance in his looks. '* You must despise 
me, Ferdinand,'^ were his first words; '* you must 
consider me a weak pedant, who, preaching up 
moderation to others, am incapable of governing 
my own passions, I alone was to blame in not 
revealing to you my love to Maria; and yet I 
lifted my hand against your life, because, like 
me, you acknowledge her merit. But forgive 
me this once, my friend, and I shall never again 
be so unjust.^' We embraced, and returned home, 
more attached to each other than ever. 

Our rencontre had been too public not to 
attract notice. The professors were made ac- 
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quainted with it; and though, from regard to 
Sebastian's quality, they passed the oflTence 
slightly over, we were both censured. The trans- 
action was also made known to the Marquess 
and Marchioness of Almeida, and in a few days 
I received a letter from the' former, upbraiding 
me with ingratitude, and declaring that I must 
no longer depend upon him for support. At the 
same time Sebastian had an epistle from the 
marchioness, in which she censured his meanness 
in^ having fought with the creature of his father's 
charity, and enjoined him, on pain of her dis- 
pleasure, instantly to break with me. 

Although my esteem for Don Sanchez was 
unbounded, the consciousness of the propriety of 
my conduct caused me to feel more indignation 
than regret at being dismissed from his favour. 
It was otherwise with Sebastian. Blaming him- 
self for having provoked me to fight, the injustice 
of his parents stung him to the heart ; and he 
would instantly have set off for Madrid to ac- 
quaint them with the particulars of the case, 
but this I would by no means permit ; and, not- 
withstanding his entreaties and remonstrances, 
I left Valladolid next morning. 

With a few pistoles in my pocket I bent my 
course to Cadiz, designing to go out to America, 
where there was more chance of an adventurer 
succeeding than in a country like Spain, where 
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nothing but the favour of the great was a recom- 
mendation to employment. I found no difficulty 
in procuring at Cadiz a vessel^ in which I em- 
barked for La Plata. 

There were seyeral passengers; by one of 
whom my attention was strongly excited. Though 
more plainly dressed than the others, and much 
less fastidious than any landsman on board, an 
air of grandeur broke through his dark com- 
plexion, which told me he had been accustomed 
to command, and strongly recalled the Marquess 
of Almeida to my recollection. 

Actuated by an unaccountable sympathy, the 
stranger returned my regard by evidently pre- 
ferring my conversation to that of the other pas- 
sengers. His views were luminous^ and his 
information extensive. He corrected many of 
my mistaken notions, and instructed me in much 
of what I was before ignorant. 

The surname of Alavia, which I bore from the 
time of my first introduction to Don Sanchez's 
family, seemed to interest the stranger, who 
inquired whether I was related to the Marquess 
of Almeida. I told him I was not. The mention 
of the marquess led him to descant upon the 
Inquisition; demonstrating the absurdity of reli- 
gious opinions being punished by temporal penal- 
ties. He then remarked upon other cases of 
misrule; showed the injustice of Spain to her 
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colonies^ and hinted^ in ambiguous terms, that 
the time might not be far distant when the latter 
would emancipate themselves. 

These were subjects of which I had rsurely 
thought. The prerogative of the monarch had 
been frequently enough sounded in my ear^ but 
the privileges of the people was a term I had 
never heard mentioned; my education havilig 
been such as to dispose me to receive implicitly 
every dogma of the churchy and to believe the 
power of the crown supreme. But political and 
religious bigotry could not stand the test of 
reason. The words of the stranger did not fail 
to convince me^ that true religion will seek to 
enlighten, not to shackle, the conscience ; and 
that no political institution can be good where 
the splendour of the governor is held in more 
estimation than the happiness of the governed. 

We had now been a fortnight at sea; the 
weather was moderate, and our time passed away 
very pleasantly. I had been on deck one morn- 
ing conversing with my friend, and had gone 
below to bring up a book he had referred to, 
when I heard a shrill cry, and, running up the 
hatchway, found he had fallen overboard. The 
vessel was going at a quick rate, and before 
a boat could be lowered he must inevitably have 
perished. I did not hesitate a moment, but 
flinging off my coat, threw myself into the sea. 
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and succeeded in laying liold of him when he 
was upon the point of sinking. I buflTeted the 
waves with my burden ; but was so exhausted^ 
that I could not have held out many minutes 
longer, when the boat, which had been hoisted 
out, came up and took us on board. 

Henceforth there was no concealment betwixt 
the stranger and myself. He proved to be Don 
Martin Moreno, the father of the present supreme 
director of the province of La Plata. He had 
been to Spain on a secret mission, and was 
returning without having eflFected his object. 

A few days after this incident, the wind, which 
had hitherto b^en favourable, shifted round, blew 
directly in our teeth, and increased to a hur- 
ricane. The masts soon went by the board, the 
ship no longer obeyed the helm, but drove at 
the mercy of the elements. The waves washed 
the deck, one of the sailors was swept from it, 
and the rest would have shared the same fate, 
had they not clung to the stumps of the masts. 
We landsmen were fastened in the cabin, where 
in utter darkness we suffered a living death. 
The wild cry of the sailors, occasionally heard 
in the pauses of the storm, persuaded us that 
the ship was going down ; while the silence that 
ensued was far more terrific, and assured us that 
the work of destruction was perfected above, 
and the vessel engulfed in the deep. Imagina- 
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tion even caused us to feel the motion of its 
sinking, and the rush of waters which was to 
terminate our existence. 

What a paltry ingredient in heroism is mere 
courage — which arises almost wholly from the 
excitation of the nerves, and the heated state 
of the blood — to that self-possession which 
marks the slow approaches of inglorious death, 
and pays its dreadful reckoning with honour! 
How many a soldier who had borne himself 
bravely in the combat, and whose name is bright 
with the blazonry of fame, would here have found 
his resolution falter, and his heart tremble with 
all the fears of womanhood! 

The period of tumult, agony, and despair, at 
length ceased ; a voice called down the hatchway 
that the tempest was abated, and the danger 
over. The return of the dove to the ark could 
not have imparted more joy to the first voyagers 
than this intelligence did to us. We rushed 
upon deck, and there witnessed the havoc the 
elements had made. 

The ship, which had breasted the waters so 
gallantly, and moved through the waves in pride, 
now floated a sheer hulk ; and the poor sailors, 
who were wont to perform their duty so cheer- 
fully, worn out with fatigue, drenched with the 
spray, and dispirited by the loss of their com- 
panion, looked more like spectres than men. 
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A xebec was seen at a distance in a very disabled 
state; and spars and several other articles that 
floated past| indicated that some vessel, still 
more unfortunate, had foundered near us. 

By the greatest exertions a pole was reared 
as a jurymast ; and the damage which the helm 
had received being repaired, we flattered our- 
selves that we should be enabled to perform our 
voj^e wifli safety. 

Towards the evening of the second day after 
the storm, we descried a sail, which bore right 
down upon us, without showing any colours, 
or returning any answer when hailed, until she 
had got within musket shot, when the British flag 
was hoisted, and we were commanded to strike. 
Resistance was impossible, th^ guns having been 
thrown overboard, and the whole of our powder 
damaged in the storm : we were, therefore, com- 
pelled to submit ; and the Trinidada became prize 
to the British privateer the laon, of Bristol. The 
crew and the passengers were taken from on 
board the Trinidada, which, after it had been 
ransacked of every article of value, was burnt. 

We have lived to see the marine of Algiers 
destroyed, and her pride humbled, because her 
corsairs had cfiptored a few merchantmen, and 
her citizeos murdered some inoffensive pearl 
fisbers. Yet the very nation, whose just cries 
of vengeance startled the echoes of ATrica, per- 
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petrates herself, and suffers to be performed 
against her^ acts of European yillany scarcely 
less heinous, and much more extensive ; — submits 
to treat with the courtesy of honourable warfare 
men who reduce plunder to a science, and, under 
the pretence of avenging national wrongs, fatten 
upon the peaceable part of a foreign community, 
upon those who are first made acquainted with 
the quarrels of their governors by their own suf- 
ferings : — nay, not only submits to this, but sanc- 
tions by her authority the detestable crime of 
privateering. A crime, compared to which it 
would be mercy of any government to allow 
private partisans to arm, and make excursions 
into the territory of the enemy, to murder and 
destroy the innocent inhabitants. It is lamentable 
to think, that, in an age boasting of refinement, 
war should still be suffered to exhibit that feature 
which deformed her sternest and most barbarous 
aspect. But though the law of nations still per- 
mits the crime, they are the dregs of society 
alone who perpetrate it. Men of any generosity 
^f sentiment, of any purity of principle, will scorn 
to be guilty of it for all that old ocean covers. 

The captain of the privateer was well qualified 
for his profession. He was strong and muscular ; 
his mind was made up without any ingredient 
of gentleness ; and instead of alleviating the mis- 
fortunes of his captives by kindness, he delighted 
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in treating them ferociously. The master of the 
prize and the passengers were confined in the 
after-cabin, and the crew fastened down in the 
hold. 

Two or three days after our capture, the pri- 
vateer fell in with and took a transport laden 
with government stores. On board of her were 
three officers, going to join their regiments, who, 
with the master, were likewise imprisoned in the 
cabin. The confinement of so many people in 
such a small space, rendered it very unwhole- 
some. One of the officers fell sick, and was 
attended by the surgeon, a man of some hu« 
manity, by whose remonstrances the captain of 
the privateer was prevailed upon to allow the 
prisoners to come by two at a time upon deck^ 
and continue there for an hour. 

From the transport, which was an excellent 
vessel, being burnt after its capture, it appeared 
that the English captain had, at the beginning 
of his cruise, detached as many hands as he 
could spare from the Lion to navigate his prizes. 
This circumstance suggested to Don Martin 
Moreno the possibility of our rising, and taking 
the ship. Two obstacles, however, presented 
themselves, which seemed insurmountable — the 
want of arms, and the inability of corresponding 
with the seamen in the hold. The first of these 
obstacles was removed by a box of cutlasses 
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being found among the packages^ which, for 
want of room elsewhere, had been stowed into 
the cabin. There also chanced to be in the 
trunks within our reach, six or eight cases of 
pistols, and a few pounds of ammunition. After 
a long consultation, it was determined that we 
should commence the attack by ourselves, and 
trust to relieve the seamen, should we succeed 
in any degree at the onset. 

It was agreed that the attack should be com- 
menced by the two prisoners who were upon 
deck at sunset; and, as all were anxious to 
advance first in the hazardous enterprise, lots 
were resorted to, which fell upon the master of 
the transport and myself. Fortunately, as it 
proved, both of us had been slightly indisposed, 
and had wore our great coats for two or three 
days before, aad were thus enabled to conceal 
our arms. 

After walking the usual time, we went forward, 
as if to descend to the cabin, when the master 
put some indifferent question to the seaman who 
stood sentry at the gangway, and I, drawing 
near as if to hear the answer, knocked him down, 
and with my foot tumbled him below, while 
the conspirators leaped upon deck with loud 
shouts. The crew of the privateer rushed upon 
us; but being taken by surprise, and only armed 
with what chance presented, several of them 



Digitized 



by Google 



146 ALAVIA. 

Tell by the diicharge of the fire-arms before they 
could get to close quarters. We should soon, 
however, have been overpowered, had not the 
seamen in the hold, alarmed by the scuffle, forc^ed 
the hatches open, and joined in the fray. This 
ensured us the victory. A lucky thrust laid the 
captain at my feet ; and, intinudated by his fall, 
the crew threw down their arms. The vessel we 
had thus captured we succeeded in carrying to 
the port for which the Trinidada was originally 
destined. 

Soon after our arrival at Buenos Ayres the 
revolution commenced^ and the patronage of 
Don Martin procured me a commission in the 
army. I was so fortunate as to distinguish myself 
in several enterprises of moment; and my com- 
patriots, overrating my merits, bestowed upon me 
the chief command. 

While thus distinguished, my mind was still 
pained by the recollection of my £Either's crimes. 
How much, then, was I delighted by a communis 
cation which I have received from Sebastian 
Alavia, informing me that Antonio had trans- 
mitted to bim a confession, which the approach 
of death had extorted from him, of his not being 
my parent, but that I am the son of Don Bel- 
granO| a Castilian nobleman, whom be had 
muvdered ; that he, Alavia, had transmitted this 
confesnoD, and the documents by which it 
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accompanied, to the surviving nephews of Bel- 
grano, who admitted the proofs as valid, and 
expressed their desire to embrace me. 

To you, my kinsmen, whom though unseen I 
love, this narrative is addressed. May it dispose 
you to think with kindness of your relative ; and 
may he whose youthful days were not brightened 
by a parentis smile, spend his latter years Wiik 
those whose feelings are congenial to his, laid 
who own with him a common ancestry ! 
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Th£ storm, which we had for some time per* 
ceived gatbering, broke upon us as we descended 
the mountain. Thick clouds rested on the sum- 
mit of Helvellyn, and the forked lightnings which 
continually darted from their inky bosom, might 
not inaptly be compared to the army of fiery 
serpents by which the Israelites of old were 
destroyed. The thunder was awfully loud ; and 
the streamlets, swollen to torrents by the rain, 
rushed past, bearing with them huge fragments 
of rocks. Never before had the works of nature 
awakened in us such intense feelings of sublimity. 
We felt as creatures to whom the tempest was 
their birth-place; and would have rejoiced had 
our souls been released from the incumbrances 
of mortality, and permitted to mingle in the war- 
fare of the elements. 

Sensations of this nature, however, cannot be 
of long endurance ; and in us soon gave place 
to very different ones. We were fatigued by 
our morning exertion; the inn at which we 
intended to sleep was several miles distant ; the 



Digitized 



by Google 



A tourist's TALE. 149 

'Storm was hot likely soon to abate; and it 
' became necessary for our comfort to look after 
-a place of immediate shelter. Fortunately we 
descried at the base of the mountain a house, 
which, from its size and appearance, seemied 
likely to be occupied by a person of respecta- 
bility. Thither we hastened, and were received 
on the threshold by an old gentleman, who 
welcomed us most kindly to his abode. Having 
disrobed ourselves of our dripping garments, and 
attired ourselves from the wardrobe of our host, 
we were by him ushered into another apartment, 
where an entertainment had been hastily pre- 
pared. Here a young lady presided, who was 
introduced to us as Miss Forrester, his daughter. 
Never shall I forget the appearance of this lady. 
Figures I have beheld far more elegant, and 
faces much more lovely ; but every gentle virtue 
lurked in her dimpled cheek, and stole through 
the dark lashes by which her blue eyes were 
fringed. It was not admiration she excited, but 
a feeling more tender and durable. It might 
have been possible to have lived years in her 
society, and not to feel towards her the passion 
of exclusive love; but the first glance assured 
you that she was worthy of the warmest friend- 
ship, and that the heart which reposed upon 
her virtues could not be deceived. Such a being, 
we might expect, would find happiness: but 
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suffering seems necessary, not only to chasten 
CTil, but to prepare us for bliss ; and grief was 
hers. At table, thongh her manners were nnaf- 
fectedly polite, I could occasionally perceive an 
air of abstraction, which told that all was not 
at peace within. When she had left us^ and 
die genial warmth of the punch-bowl had melted 
down hospitality to ccmfidence, I spoke to the 
old man of the apparent merits of his daughter. 
He must be an unskilful musician who can touch 
such a chord in the heart of a parent and that 
instrument remain mute. Mine were not the 
words of unmeaning complknent, and the feelings 
of our host were moTed by them. 

p..,,*^ was, on this tour^ mine only companion ; 
and he, beyond all the men I know, has the 
happy fecuky of banishing reserve from the 
parties in which he mingles. His tones are so 
cordial, his looks so open; there is about him 
so little to offend pride, or wound timidity, that 
he is the fevourite of both sexes and all ages ; 
while the stranger, who beholds him for the first 
time, almost imagines that he recognises in him 
an old acquaintance. The presence of such a 
man would scarcely arrest the accents of a virgin 
in the confessional ; and in accordance to my 
respectful entreaties, our worthy entertainer grati- 
fied my curiosity by the following relation. 
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NARRATIVE. 



*' Old age is accused, perhaps with justice, of 
being garrulous ; and if garrulity be in any case 
pardonable, it must be when a parent dilates upon 
the virtues of such a daughter as my Ellen. In 
her every good feeling of my heart is interested. 
She is the sole survivor of my children^ and 
the representative of her deeply-loved and long- 
lamented mother. She is thus both my child 
and my companion; and I know not whether 
the delight with which I was wont to contemplate 
her cradled beauties be equal to that which I feel 
in beholding the exercise of her domestic virtues. 
In my earlier years, when Ellen was but an 
infant, I occupied a farm in a distant part of 
the country. A Mr. Adamson -was my next 
neighbour and firm friend. Like myself, he was 
a widower ; and like me, too, the father of an 
only child, a boy somewhat older than Ellen. 
As the children grew up> they became almost the 
sole companions of each other ; and often did 
Adamson and I stifle the sigh for past happiness 
by thinking of the felicity we should enjoy in 
beholding the union of our children. 

'' Charles Adamson was a comely and enter- 
prising boy ; and never did his dark eyes sparkle 
with such animation as when he listened in the 
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winter evenings to the old servants' tales of 
terror, and Ellen,, overpowered by her fears, 
nestled more closely to his side, in order to claim 
protection. At such moments, his apprehensions 
gave place to a mightier impulse ; and the con- 
tracted brow and clenched fist proclaimed him 
ready to defend his playmate against all enemies, 
visible and invisible. For her amusement he 
displayed considerable childish ingenuity and 
courage. He plaited rush crowns, wherewith to 
decorate the brows of his little queen. Mills 
in miniature ticked at the side of the Eden; 
mimic vessels floated upon its breast; and the 
steepest cliffs did not afford to the wallflower 
a recess so secure as to prevent it from being 
plucked, and placed in a nosegay for Ellen. 

'* There is something inexpressibly endearing 
in witnessing the effusions of childish attach- 
ment. The contagion of evil example has not 
then tainted the purity of affection ; every simple 
impulse is expressed by an appropriate action; 
and age- taught prudence is not there to modulate 
the accents by which gratitude acknowledges 
obligation. How fearfully, in my instance, did 
accident threaten to deface a scene so lovely ! 

" A boisterous night in Spring had been suc- 
ceeded by a beautiful morning. Our early break- 
fast was despatched, and I went out to the fields; 
Ellen, who was then in her tenth year, gamboling 
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by my side. Charles met us, and we proceeded 
together. Our way was close to the river, which, 
swollen by the rain of the preceding night, 
rtished past with unusual violence. I had stept 
into an enclosure to look after some sheep, whilst 
the children continued to amuse themselves with 
plucking the wild-rose and May-flower ; when on 
a sudden the most heart-rending shriek broke 
upon mine ear. I hurried back, and, with inex- 
pressible horror, beheld Ellen borne down by 
the torrent. To save her seemed impossible. I 
could not swim ; and if I could, the current was 
so impetuous that the utmost exertions of human 
skill would have been unavailing. At a short 
distance from the spot where Ellen had fallen 
the water precipitated itself over a rock more 
than thirty feet high ; and to this cataract I saw 
her rapidly hurried. Had she been safe, and I 
borne upon the dark and troubled water, my 
feelings must have been rapture compared with 
those with which I gazed upon the dearly-loved 
object before me. My head was dizzy, and my 
heart sick. I observed not that Charles had 
left me till I perceived him running swiftly to- 
wards the precipice. He had remembered that 
an oak here spread its branches far over the 
stream. This tree, growing on the utmost verge 
of the bank, was at the present moment sur- 
"rounded with water, but the little skill he pos- 
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sessed ia swimming enabled him to reach, and 
station himself upon it, resolved to save his play- 
mate or to perish with her. Something like 
hope rose in my bosom when I saw his deter- 
mination, which I could assist only with my 
voiceless prayers. I stood in breathless appre- 
hension as what now seemed a corpse floated 
on. My child might not be carried within reach 
of the gallant boy ; and if she were, his situation 
was, like hers, perilous in the extreme. His 
strength would probably be insufficient to rescue 
her from the current ; the branch on which he 
rested might be unable to sustain their joint 
weight, and both be precipitated into the awful 
gulf that yawned below. 

'' God of Heaven ! she has reached the brink ! 
She is too distant for his reach ! She is gone for 

ever! No! He has grasped her garments 

with one hand, whilst the other is wound round 
the friendly oak. An almost miraculous exertion 
of power has brought her to him, and both lean 
in comparative safety against the tree. Ropes 
were soon procured : these were thrown to 
Charles, who fastened them around the waist 
of Ellen ; and first she, and then himself, were 
drawn on shore by the assistance of my servants, 
who were now assembled. Words, gentlemen, 
were not invented to describe the feelings with 
which I pressed to my heart my darling girl 
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and her gallant deliverer: but your moistened 
eyes tell me that to you all description is unne- 
cessary. Suffice it to say, that^ from that moment, 
I considered Charles and EUen as equally my 
children^ and my affection for both was un- 
bounded. 

^^ Soon after this adventure my friend Adam- 
son died, leaving me sole guardian of his son. 
Several years rolled on without this charge being 
productive to me of any thing but happiness. 
Charles, who now lived constantly with me, was 
a most deserving youth. He looked upon me 
as a second parent, and my slfghtest wishes were 
to him commands. His passion for Ellen, regu- 
lated as it was by the nicest sense of delicacy, 
was strong and ardent ; nor were her feelings in 
his favour less intense. We were, indeed, a 
family of love. 

*' The property of which Charles was the heir 
was considerable, and I determined, with the 
view of perfecting his education, that he should 
reside for a season or two in Edinburgh. 

*^ During the first twelve months which he spent 
in that city we corresponded regularly together, 
and I was greatly pleased with the progressive 
improvement visible in bis letters. Gradually, 
however, his punctuality lessened; and instead 
of those warm effusions with which his epistles 
were formerly fraught, those which I now re- 
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ceived wore an air of constraint; and his inquiries 
after Ellen were more like those of an ordinary 
.acquaintance^ than of. one whose feelings had 
been so long blended with hers. 

'* Although much pained by the apparent 
change in the sentiments of ray ward, my pride 
•prevented .me from expostulating with him upon 
the subject. His father and myself, it is true, 
had desired the union of our children ; and their 
youthful inclinations were accordant with our 
wishes. But I reflected, that their attachment 
was merely the production of circumstances : — 
that Charles might have beheld in Edinburgh 
girls whose accomplishments had driven the re- 
collection of Ellen and her homely qualities from 
his memory : and that any severe observations I 
made upon his present indifference might be 
construed into an indelicate interference with his 
ultimate views. Besides, if the affections of 
Charles were so versatile that a few months' 
absence could estrange them from his earliest 
• and tenderest friend, respect for my daughter's 
happiness led me to rejoice that this versatility 
was exhibited now, rather than after their fates 
had been indissolubly united. I continued, there- 
fore, to write to him in my usual manner, so that 
he could not be led to know that I perceived any 
alteration in his conduct towards me. 

'' Matters continued in this state for some 
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time, till. reports to the disadvantage of Charles's 
character reached me. These^ added to his 
havmg drawn upon me to a much greater amount 
than his circumstances warranted, seriously 
alarmed me, and I hastened to Edinburgh in 
consequence. Here I found my worst fears rea"" 
lized. Charles had not only commenced but 
gone far in the career of dissipation. By some 
profligate , youths, with whom he had got ac- 
quainted, he had been introduced to the billiard- 
table. His losses there were not {rifling, his 
opponents being adepts in the game. From .the 
bilUard-room the migration to the tavern was 
certain; and the tavern, in its turn, -was forsaken 
for haunts in which vice was, worshipped with 
still more unhallowed rites. These particulars 
I' made myself master of before calling upon 
Charles; and when I did meet with him I was 
shocked at the alteration which a few months 
had . made in his appearance. Instead of the 
youth that was wont to stand before me .with 
a countenance that reflected every thought that 
rose in his. innocent bosom; whose eye beamed 
cheerfulness ; and the sound of whose voice was 
a sumpaons to hilarity ; I beheld one whom vice 
had made timorous ; who afiected pleasure when 
gnawed, by remorse; whose sunken eye revealed 
the bacchanal; and wlK>se faltering accents, in 
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attempting to palliate^ proclaimed the extent of 
his shame. 

" For a moment the feelings of his better dayB 
predominated: he pressed my hand with the 
same affection and the same confidence as though 
still virtuous. But suddenly he relaxed his grasp ; 
and emotions of a mixed nature^ though of fearful 
import, overshaded his countenance. I expressed 
calmly, but with firmness^ the regretsr and appre- 
hensions to which the account I had received 
of his conduct had given birth. I conjured him, 
if he valued his own peace and respectability, 
the memory of his father, and the good opinion 
of his friends, to pause in his career. I told him 
how much my own happiness was dependent 
upon his behaviour ; and did not fail to represent 
Ellen as weeping in secret over the errors of 
her foster-brother. This last suggestion served 
to move him. He confessed the extent of his 
folly, and promised amendment. I did not deem 
it prudent to leave him surrounded by tempta- 
tions which had proved too powerful for his 
virtue, and took him with me to the country. 

'' For a few weeks after his return his conduct 
was marked by the strictest propriety. This 
amendment, however, was not of long con- 
tinuance. His agricultural pursuits were ne- 
glected. He resided almost constancy in an 
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adjoining market-town ; where^ with companions 
of the lowest description, day after day, and 
night after night, were spent in debauchery. By 
this time he had attained his majority; oar 
accounts were settled, and he was completely his 
own master. His fortune was soon squandered ; 
and he went abroad^ none knew whither. 

*' However much I regretted the declension of 
Charles on his own account, I was yet more 
distressed by the evident injury which his con* 
duct was productive of to the health and spirits 
of my daughter. She had long ere this period 
refused to see him or receive his letters ; but 
his image was enshrined in her heart ; and her 
memory reverted to those days when he sought 
no happiness but in her society. She would not, 
like " the Nut-brown Maid," have left her home 
to follow a loyer whose soul was stained with 
crime : but she loved where she could no longer 
esteem. He on whom her heart trusted had 
proved unworthy of her. She resembled the 
thirsty traveller, who finds nothing but parched 
sand, where his eyes had been mocked with 
visions of sparkling water, and whose soul 
sickens at the discovery of the deception. — 
Might not the appeanmce of virtue be, in every 
case, as fallacious as in that of Adamson? Might 
not all affection be as transient as his? And 
since he^ her playmate from infancy — her saviour 



Digitized 



by Google 



160 A tourist's tale. 

from destruction — had made shipwreck of her 
peace^ how could she be assured of the con^ 
tinuance even of parental tenderness? — These 
and similar thoughts oppressed her, making the 
world appear a place which hope had deserted, 
and where despair sat brooding. Her former 
amusements were neglected, and I often caught 
her in tears. Her strength began to fail ; whilst 
the hues of consumption, more alarming from 
their loveliness^ were spread upon her cheek. 

" Exceedingly alarmed, I called in a physician 
of eminence, who candidly admitted that medical 
skill was here of no avail: that, the seat of my 
daughter's disease being the mind, mental tran- 
quillity could alone restore her to health. As 
the best means of obtaining this he recom- 
mended a change of situation. My lease was 
just then expired ; and, by the advice of a Cum- 
brian friend, I bought this house, to which I 
instantly removed. 

*' This change was productive of the most 
salutary effect upon Ellen. In her early home 
every object reminded her of her unworthy lover ; 
but here his image was not associated with the 
scene. She could look upon Helvellyn without 
expecting to see him amongst its cliffs; and 
wander by the side of the lakes without fancy 
being busied in attempting to reconcile his form 
with that of the distant angler. Her strength 
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is now restored; and, though she cannot be 
called cheerful, her mind is tranquil, and there 
is even a delight in the melancholy with which 
she contemplates her former sorrowB. 

*' About a year ago, chance introduced ac 
neighbouring gentleman to my acquaintance; 
The manners of EU'en pleased him; and he re- 
quested of me permission to pay his addresses 
to her. As the gentleman was in affluent circum- 
stances, his character good, and manners pleas- 
ingy I was most anxious that my daughter should 
accept of him> that she might not want a pro- 
tector in the event of my decease.. When I 
spoke to her upon the subject, however, she 
exclaimed, — * Oh ! my dear father, pain me not 
by expressing any wish witli which it is impos- 
sible for me to comply ! My affections, blighted 
in youth, can never again flourish. My only 
consolation is to think of Charles aa he was when 
his mind was pure, and to fancy my spirit still 
mated with his. Allow me to remain as I am : 
let me see that my exertions add to your comfort, 
and I shall yet be happy ! ' — It was impossible 
to resist this appeal, and her suitor was respect- 
fully dismissed. 

'* You have now, gentlemen, been made ac- 
quainted with the cause of that melandioly which 
is at times visible in my daughter's deportment. 
Her story does not abound in marvellous inci- 

M 
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dents : her fate has been the fate of thousands ; 
and I cannot sufficiently apologise for occupying 
so much of your time with the detail of circum- 
stances of sudi common occurrence/' 



After warmly thanking the old gentleman for 
the confidence he had placed in us, we rose, and 
proceeded with him to join his daughter at the 
-tea-table. Nothing is so certain of obtaining the 
sympathy of man as the sorrows of woman ; and, 
when her misfortunes are such as his exertions 
cannot relieve, it is a satisfaction to be permitted 
to mingle his tears with hers. I approached 
Miss Forrester with the attachment of an ancient 
friend, and would have despised the cold-blooded 
mortal who reminded me that our acquaintance 
was not of a day's duration. 

Tea was scarcely oyer, the rain still beating 
violently against the windows, when the servant 
entered to notify that a wandering musician was 
at the door, soliciting shelter for the night. 
Mr. Forrester stept out to reconnoitre the appli- 
cant. On his return he informed us that he 
had given orders for a bed to be prepared for 
him in an out-house, and desired that he should, 
after drying himself in the kitchen, join us in 
the parlour, in order that he might exhibit his 
skill for our amusement. When th^ stranger 
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arriyed^ however, he infonned us that his violin 
had been so injured by the rain as to be quite 
out of tune. He was about to retire to the 
kitchen, when Mr. Forrester, having asked our 
permission, desired him to sit down amongst us. 
'^ You musicians/' he said, ** are the best an- 
nalists of our hills and vales ; and, though you 
cannot regale us in the way of your profession, 
you may, perhaps, have it in your power to 
impart tidings in which we are interested.'^ 

The stranger, a tall young man, apparently 
blind of an eye, did not seem willing to accept 
of the permission afforded him. It was with 
di£Siculty that we could prevail upon him to be 
seated ; and he scarcely spake unless in answer 
to questions that were put to him. 

F— - having in his easy way warbled one 
or two ditties, we strongly urged the stranger 
to favour us with a song. He complied, and 
sung, with a pathos I never heard equalled^ the 
following one : — 



SONG. 

Oh 1 lady, though tby rank be hi^, 
And mine, alas ! be low, 

Tom not on me a flcomful ^e, 
Nor bend an angry brow: 
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tjet me bat gaze as on the star 
That decks the crest of night, 

^faich, though its sphere be distant far, 
Sdll charms me with its light : 

And others may their passion speak, 

And for thy favour vie, 
While love shall only blanch my cheek. 

And breathe but in my sigh. 



Just as he concluded. Miss Forrester, who had 
been gazing upon him intently, exclaimed, ** It 
is! It is!" and fell in a swoon from her chair. 
All wad now confusion. The efforts used to 
restore animation were long ineffectual; and 
when her eyes did open, and rest upon the 
musician, she nearly relapsed into insensibility. 
The -sudden illness of the lady, together with 
the few words she had uttered, left me no reason 
to doubt that I beheld her lover. Alarm for his 
daughter's indisposition prevented our host from 
noticing the attendant circumstances, till the 
stranger cast himself beside Ellen, and, in a 
voice tremulous with emotion, said, ** Forgive 
me, ever-loved, though deeply injured excel- 
lence, for daring to intrude into your presence. 
Permit me but the opportunity of making known 
my contrition to you and your worthy father ; 
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and, though I cannot hope to occupy the same 
place in the affections of both as I flatter myself 
I once did, you msly not continue to think of 
xne with the same reprehension as you now do/' 

An iclaircissement, so delicate as this pro- 
mised to be, could not well take place before 

strangers. F and I therefore retired to the 

adjoining apartment, where we awaited the result 
with great impatience. In less than an hour 
Mr. Forrester came to us. Adamson, he told 
us, though he had not entered fully into par- 
ticulars, had yet produced sufficient evidence to 
convince him that he was sincerely repentant 
of his youthful errors, and likely to become a 
respectable member of society. " I have left 
him,*' added he, " endeavouring to make his 
peace with Ellen. Should he succeed in this, 
and he has a potent advocate in her bosom, we 
fihall then see him." 

He joined us shortly afterwards, and his aspect 
told us, that his suit for pardon had been pro- 
pitiously received. His appearance and manners, 
indeed, were so different from what they were 
at his first entrance, that, had we met else- 
where, I should not have been able to have re- 
cognised him. The bandage which had obscured 
an eye was removed ; he did not, as before, hold 
back from table; and he now spake with free- 
dom, and with the air of a man who had dwelt 
long in good society. 
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Miss Forrester had excused herself from at- 
tending us; and Adamson, knowing that our 
landlord had made us acquainted with his pre- 
vious history, in the course of the evening, 
proceeded to detail to us the events by which 
the later years of his life had been dis- 
tinguished. 

" When/' said he, '* in consequence of my 
crimes, I was driven from the house of my 
friend, and interdicted all communication with 
his lovely daughter, my feelings would not have 
been envied by any fiend whom justice has 
exiled from Paradise. I became duly sensible 
of the value of the prize, which in my folly 
I had neglected, and of the worthlessness of 
those objects which I had purchased at such 
a price. Amidst the desolation of my moral 
principles, my attachment to Miss Forrester was 
unabated in its ardour and purity, — glowing in 
my bosom like a solitary flower in an extensive 
waste. Not unfrequently did I leave my com- 
panions in disgust, and steal out by moonlight 
to gaze with overflowing eyes upon the tenement 
in which she resided. I never, however, at- 
tempted to intrude upon her privacy. She was 
to me a being to be worshipped reverently and 
at a distance, not a creature to be communed 
with upon terms that approached to familiarity. 
So dense had been the moral atmosphere in 
which I had long existed, that my mental vision 
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would have been overpowered, rather than en- 
lightened^ by beholding the effulgence of her 
virtues. Still, though I felt thus, the cords of 
vice were drawn more closely around me* 
Despising, as I did, my associates, I yet was 
pleased by their flattery ; imposed upon by their 
professions of attachment, and, to keep up my 
importance, entered into every expensive project 
which they could devis6. 

" It was not long before poverty became my 
portion, and I was then deserted by those who 
had been the most obsequious of my followers. 
Degraded in my own estimation, shunned by 
every person who regarded character, and mocked 
at by those who had assisted to ruin me, my 
condition was suflSciently wretched. In this 
extremity I took myself seriously to task. My 
own indiscretion and vice had alone produced 
my misery, and I firmly resolved upon a re- 
formation of conduct. Whatever privations I 
might be subjected to in after life, I determined 
to bear with patience, rather than attempt to 
relieve myself by any deviation from the path 
of rectitude. When I had come to this deter- 
mination, my mind felt more at ease than it had 
done for years. It was necessary, however, that 
I should remove from a place where my vices 
were so notorious, and I set out for London. 

** In the metropolis I reaped the bitter con- 
sequences of my former errors. Although I 
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wrote well, and was acquainted with the pria- 
ciples of book-keeping, no person would employ 
me as clerk without a character, which I was 
unable to produce. I was forced at last to 
engage as a labourer in one of the public works ; 
and, although almost sinking under the fatigue 
of my employment, conscience had ceased to 
be mine enemy, and I was in reality happier dian 
when calling myself the votary of pleasure. 

'* I continued thus employed for several 
months, and it appeared probable that my future 
life would be spent in the monotony of the lowest 
manual labour, when one day, in traversing a 
populous part of the city, I picked up a pocket- 
book, which some person had dropt. On exa- 
mining its contents, I found notes, which might 
readily be negotiated, to a considerable amount. 
This was an occasion which put my renovated 
principles to the test; and, I must confess, that 
for a moment I hesitated whether or not I should 
appropriate these riches to my own use. The 
alternative was before me of indigence and con- 
tempt, or of affluence and respectability. The 
inward struggle was not of long duration. I 
had never been of a mercenary disposition, and 
I determined to restore the pocket-book and 
its contents to the rightful owner. No sooner 
had I formed this resolution than the most 
exquisite delight was diffused throughout my 
mind. * I am once more worthy of your friend** 
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ship, my second father/ I cried aloud^ * I am 
again not unworthy of your love, my more than 
sister: for even the temptation of revisiting 
you has not led me to commit a dishonest 
action ! ' 

** By some documents which the book con- 
tained, I ascertained it to be the property of 

Sir William , who had lately succeeded his 

father, your landlord, Mr. Forrester, and mine. 
I called at his residence, and was admitted to 
his presence with less trouble than, when con- 
templating my beggarly garb^ I had anticipated. 
My person was utterly unknown to Sir William, 
he having spent the greater part of his youth 
in an English university; but having been 
announced as waiting upon him on particular 
business, he received me with dignified courtesy. 
Having inquired of him if he had lately lost 
any article of value, and being answered in 
the affirmative, I presented him with the pocket- 
book. ' The contents of this,' said he^ as he 
took the book in his hand, ' I cannot well 
afford to lose. I venerate the honesty that has 
restored them; and the more so, as I cannot 
suppose' — glancing at my apparel — ' that your 
purse is better stocked than mine. Here is a 
trifle at present; come to me to-morrow, and 
I will try to reward you more substantially.' — 
With these words he put a note of fifty pounds 
value into my hands^ and withdrew* 

N 
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Punctual to the appointment, I called upon 
the baronet on the following day. After some 
preliminary conversation, he inquired if I knew 
any thing of accounts. I told him that I did. 
' That is well/ he replied, ' I possess consider- 
able property in one of our West India Islands. 
I am not satisfied with the conduct of my 
agent there ; and if you will accept of his office, 
it waits your acceptance, with a salary of three 
hundred a year. You shall be provided with 
ample instructions ; I seek no guarantee of your 
integrity : of it I have already received indu- 
bitable proof.' 

'* This generosity oppressed me, but fearful 
lest the virtuous principles renewed by adversity 
might again fail in prosperity, I declined Sir 
William's offer ; unbosomed myself to him ; 
made known my former history, and revealed 
the whole of my unworthiness. He heard me 
with the utmost patience, and, when I con- 
eluded, said, ' All is better than I hoped 
for. I shall have the pleasure of serving the 
descendant of a man whom my father esteemed ; 
and shall not have to trust one whom inex- 
perience may precipitate into error. The fidelity 
of that person is more to be relied upon who 
has thrown from himself the burden of vice, 
than of him who has never stooped, merely 
because temptation lay not in his path.' 

*' It was in vain that I argued with my 
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generous patron. I was forced to accept his 
offer. Well stocked by him with every neces- 
sary for the voyage^ and with provisions for 
my respectable appearance in the island, I set 
out for Antigua. The regulations which I there 
put in force, while they augmented the com- 
fort of the negroes, and others employed upon 
the estate, nearly doubled the revenues of my 
benefactor. My own lot, had it not been embit- 
tered by the recollection of those friends who 
no longer esteemed me, was in every respect 
comfortable; and I looked forward, without re* 
gret, to a long continuance in the West Indies. 
I had not, however, resided there more than 
four years, when Sir William wrote to me that 
he had disposed of the estate of which I had 
the management ; and requested me to return to 
Europe^ assuring me of his continued friendship. 
Of that friendship I have since had ample proof. 
The lands which my father occupied were out 
of lease on my arrival. These he granted to 
me on very eligible terms^ and engaged to stock 
at his own expense, in acknowledgment, as he 
was pleased to declare, of the obligations which 
I had laid him under. 

" In my way to take possession of my farm, 
I determined to visit you, sir, in disguise; not 
intending to make myself known to you, till, 
with a character renovated even in the midst 
of those who had witnessed my misconduct, I 
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could seek to be restored to your friendship,, 
and that of Miss Forrester. The penetration 
of your daughter has forced me to deviate from 
this course. She has already pronomtced my 
forgiveness ! Oh ! do not yon refuse pardon to 
the returned prodigal. Let my days be devoted 
to tiie attempt of making Bllen happy, and you 
comfortable : and be assured that I have already 
felt the service of vice too painful again to enlist 
under its banners." 

The old man grasped his hand; attempted 
to speak his acquiescence. The word *^ son/' 
was the only one I heard distinctly ; while F — ^'s 
eyes and mine were wet with the tears of de- 
lighted sympathy. 

On the morrow we took our departure 5 happy 
in the conviction, that, united to the partner 
of her early choice — purified as he had been 
in the furnace of adversity — a 4i£e of felicity 
promised to be the portion of the amiable and 
virtuous Ellen. 



THE END. 
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